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Conclusion: A Pragmatic and Principled Way Forward

There can be no real UN reform without changes to the UNSC. The Council is at the apex of UN functionality; thus, a
reformed Council will unlock many other gains in the organisation and its associated structures and agencies. Secretary-
General Anténio Guterres has been forthright about this. In June 2025, his views were echoed by Ban Ki-moon and Helen
Clark, who wrote: ‘Largely due to its veto-wielding five permanent members, the council has failed to prevent many
conflicts over the decades. Worse still, its permanent members have been directly involved in several of these conflicts ...

The current UNSC still has significant legitimacy and serves as a primary shock absorber through which the international
community can confront shared challenges and responsibilities. It remains the only executive body on international peace
and security issues, and its decisions are binding. But one cannot assume that this situation will continue indefinitely.

An interdependent yet increasingly divided world needs a new and different approach that prioritises global concerns
over national interests. The current deadlock in intergovernmental negotiations underscores the need for a bold
departure from past efforts.

There will never be a perfect moment to change the UNSC. Reform is long overdue, and the need becomes greater as
global interdependence (and tensions) accumulate. The longer it takes, the more difficult it will become to implement
change in an increasingly turbulent, interconnected and dynamic world characterised by rapid shifts in power. A Council
based on principle and electoral mechanisms, reflecting today's power and population dynamics, could provide such an
approach. It will likely result in a more cautious UNSC than one dominated by Western powers, but one whose authority
and decisions will carry far greater force and legitimacy.
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