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Amending the UN Charter

The recommendations listed in this theme imply amendments to Articles 23 to 32, and Article 109 of the UN Charter.
Chapter XVIII details two methods to amend the Charter:

* Article 108: This is the more direct route for individual amendments. An amendment is adopted by a vote of two-thirds
of the members of the General Assembly. However, for the amendment to enter into force, it must be ratified by two-
thirds of the UN member states, including all five permanent members of the Security Council.

* Article 109 provides for the convening of a General Conference to review the Charter. Such a conference can be called
by a two-thirds vote of the General Assembly and a vote of any nine members of the Security Council. Any alterations to
the Charter proposed by the conference would then require ratification by two-thirds of the member states, again
including all five permanent members of the Security Council. While this mechanism was envisioned for broader
revisions, it has never been utilised.

Whichever model the member states agree on, the bar to reform as set out in Chapter XVIII makes it extremely difficult to
envision progress, given the required ratification by each of the P5 members. However, without reform of the Council, the
entire UN system becomes increasingly irrelevant, with potentially disastrous consequences for regions such as Africa,
Latin America and the Middle East. The impasse on UNSC reform also blocks reform at many other levels, including the
Secretariat, the UN General Assembly (UNGA), the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the Human Rights Council.
It also threatens the legitimacy and efficacy of other important global institutions, such as the International Criminal Court
(ICC). The result is an organisation divided between the power of the majority, the veto and the power of the purse.

In the absence of reform, a country such as India may eventually decide to cease support and collaboration with the UNSC
or for non-permanent members to walk out of the Council.
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