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The Urgency of Reform

The UNSC's inability to respond decisively to ongoing crises, from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine to the war in Gaza and
escalating climate-related threats, underscores its eroding authority and the urgent need for structural reform.

Currently, the UN has 193 member states that coexist, compete and cooperate in a world that is very different from the
one that had emerged at the end of the Second World War. The world’s population has increased threefold. Regions such
as Africa have evolved from colonies to independent states. Today, only the US and China occupy a global leadership role,
and the current P5 no longer represent the primacy of economic and military power, population size or technological
leadership.

The 21st century is also characterised by a diffusion of power away from states and a shift in material power and influence
from countries bordering the North Atlantic to the Pacific and Indian oceans, also known as the ‘rise of the rest’. Some of
these evolving trends are examined in the Africa in the World theme.

Chart 1 allows the user to view a forecast taken from the International Futures (IFs) forecasting platform using three
different calculations of global power, essentially a measure of the percentage of the global total that accrues to any
single country. The first two, the Global Power Index and the Hillebrand, Herman, Moyer index, measure the potential of
material (or hard) power. The third, the Diplomatic, Military and Economic Power Index (DIME) includes soft power in its
calculations. The visualisation starts in 1990, following the demise of the Soviet Union.

Chart 1: lllustrative Power Indices, 1990-2100 ISS|AFI
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Irrespective of the weightings and exact composition of the indices in Chart 1, all three reflect the disproportionate power
and influence of the US, China and eventually India towards the end of the century.

If these forecasts are generally reasonable, a reformed UNSC that does not include the US, China and eventually India will
struggle to gain legitimacy and assert global leadership—but reform should not repeat the mistake made previously to
give these countries a permanent seat and veto, as there is no guarantee of that future. Rather, reform should identify
clear, verifiable criteria that separate Global Powers with inordinate material power and influence from others.
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Currently, Article 4 of the UN Charter confines membership of the UN to states. It is, however, also possible that coalitions
of states (such as Africa or Europe) may wish to have their engagement with the UNSC reflect deeper regional integration
and the desire to act in concert at a global level. By way of illustration, Chart 2 depicts the history and forecast of the
Global Power Index, also used in Chart 1, to compare the EU28 and Africa with China, India and the US from 1990 to 2100.

Chart 2: History and forecast of Global Powers compared to Coalitions of States, 1990-2100 |SS‘ AF|
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Reuse our work

* All visualizations, data, and text produced by African Futures are completely open access under the Creative Commons BY license. You have the
permission to use, distribute, and reproduce these in any medium, provided the source and authors are credited.

The data produced by third parties and made available by African Futures is subject to the license terms from the original third-party authors.
We will always indicate the original source of the data in our documentation, so you should always check the license of any such third-party data
before use and redistribution.

All of our charts can be embedded in any site.
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