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Access to Internet services

ICT infrastructure is becoming easier and cheaper to expand across the continent, which explains why the roll-out of
mobile broadband is accelerating, even in the Current Path forecast. The availability and adoption of broadband services
plays an important role in connecting people on the continent, fostering economic development and enabling access to
information and social development. Africa is expected to have at least one mobile broadband subscription per person by
2043. Gabon and Algeria are the only two African countries that reached this goal by 2019.

However, fixed broadband subscriptions lag far behind. Chart 9 shows that the low number of fixed broadband
subscriptions in Africa has been mitigated by expanded mobile broadband coverage, which is expected to surpass that of
South Asia and South America by 2043.

Although access to mobile broadband is improving in Africa, data remains prohibitively expensive for most. In Africa, 1 GB
of data costs nearly 18% of the average income, whereas the same amount of data costs only 3% of the average income in
Asia.[ ] The gap in ICT infrastructure and the potential to catch up are discussed in the theme on .1 Leapfrogging

https://futures.issafrica.org/thematic/09-leapfrog/
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Endnotes
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