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Impact of the Large Infrastructure and Leapfrogging Scenario

Chart 9 presents the size of Africa’s economy from 2020 to 2024, with a forecast to 2050. Under the Large Infrastructure
and Leapfrogging scenario, Africa’s economy will expand at an average annual rate of about 6% between 2027 and 2050,
one percentage point faster than the 5% growth projected under the Current Path over the same period. This performance
will result in a substantially larger economy, with total GDP nearly US$1 trillion (US$948 billion in 2017 dollars) higher by
2050 compared to the baseline.

While all countries will experience gains relative to the Current Path, the largest economies, including Nigeria, Egypt and
South Africa, will record the most pronounced increases in absolute terms.

Chart 10 shows GDP per capita from 2020 to 2024, with a forecast to 2050. By 2050, Africa’s average GDP per capita (at
purchasing power parity) will be approximately US$510 higher in the Large Infrastructure and Leapfrogging scenario than
under the Current Path. This represents a significant gain, especially given that the continent’s population is expected to
exceed 2.5 billion by that year.
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Chart 11 depicts the extreme poverty rate from 2020 to 2024, with a forecast to 2050. The Large Infrastructure and
Leapfrogging scenario shows how these innovations, combined with improved energy and transport infrastructure, can lift
millions out of extreme poverty. By 2050, the number of people living in poverty will fall to 299 million, 63 million fewer
than under the Current Path. This will reduce the poverty rate to 11.5%, 2.4 percentage points lower than the baseline.
Low-income countries will see the largest gains, with 38.6 million fewer people in extreme poverty, followed by
lower-middle-income countries with 23 million fewer. Countries with large poor populations, including DR Congo and
Nigeria, will experience the biggest absolute reductions. These outcomes demonstrate that technological leapfrogging and
strategic infrastructure development not only drive economic growth and expand opportunities but also directly translate
into measurable improvements in human development, lifting millions out of poverty and promoting more inclusive
economic prosperity across Africa.
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