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Impact of the Leapfrogging and Large Infrastructure scenario

The impact of the Leapfrogging and Large Infrastructure scenario is that the average growth rate for Africa from 2023 to
2043 improves by 0.24 percentage points. This results in an African economy that is US$602 billion larger in 2043 than in
the Current Path forecast. Consequently, there is a strong increase in GDP per capita, reflected in Chart 9.

Chart 9: Difference in GDP per capita in 2043: Leapfrogging and Large Infrastructure scenario vs Current Path
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Saurce: IFs 7.84 Initialising from UNDP World Population Prospect meduim variant life expectancy and WD data

All countries experience an increase in the size of their economies. Chart 10 presents the difference in the size of each
African economy in 2043 in the Leapfrogging and Large Infrastructure scenario compared to the Current Path. The user
can choose between absolute difference and per cent increase in the size of the economy

Chart 10: Difference in GDP in 2043: Leapfrogging and Large Infrastructure scenario vs Current Path
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Four countries experience an increase in the size of their economy of more than 15% namely Uganda, Madagascar, Central
African Republic and Burundi. Fifteen other countries experience a more than 10% increase in their economy from
Leapfrogging and Large Infrastructure scenario; 27 other countries experience between five and 10 percentage point

increases.

Because the size of the economies being compared is quite different, the actual dollar numbers are much more
impressive. For example, the Nigerian economy will, in 2043, be US$126 billion bigger than in the Current Path—the
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largest increase in absolute terms—followed by Egypt at US$52 billion. The corresponding figures for Angola and South
Africa, other large economies, are US$32 billion and US$29 billion, respectively.

Leapfrogging is not only about improving growth, infrastructure and income. The Leapfrogging and Large Infrastructure
scenario will also reduce poverty in Africa. Madagascar, a low-income country, will benefit the most, reducing its 2043
poverty headcount (using the US$1.90 benchmark) by five percentage points below the Current Path. Sierra Leone, a
lower-middle-income country, will reduce its poverty headcount (also using the US$1.90 benchmark) by 4.8 percentage
points below the Current Path. The impact of countries with low poverty rates is minimal or negative.

Chart 11: Difference in extreme poverty in 2043: Leapfrogging and Large Infrastructure scenario vs Current Path
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The Large Infrastructure theme contains additional analysis on the scenario's impact related to various other measures.
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https://futures.issafrica.org/thematic/11-large-infrastructure/
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* All visualizations, data, and text produced by African Futures are completely open access under the Creative Commons BY license. You have the
permission to use, distribute, and reproduce these in any medium, provided the source and authors are credited.

The data produced by third parties and made available by African Futures is subject to the license terms from the original third-party authors.
We will always indicate the original source of the data in our documentation, so you should always check the license of any such third-party data
before use and redistribution.

All of our charts can be embedded in any site.
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