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The challenge of non-tariff barriers

In addition to Africa’s infrastructure deficit, non-tariff barriers are a notable constraint to trade in Africa and African trade
with the rest of the world. Non-tariff barriers include onerous regulatory procedures, expensive visa requirements,
corruption and inefficiency. They include import prohibitions, quotas, export subsidies, export restrictions, technical
barriers to trade (such as regulations, standards and assessment procedures) and rules about food safety and animal and
plant health standards.  

At Beitbridge border post, for example, it takes a truck an average of  to clear the border from South Africa into35 hours
Zimbabwe. In response, the South African cabinet adopted a One-Stop Border Framework in 2018 and prospects of
improvements may be on the horizon. Significant progress has already been made in East Africa, where border crossing
times have reduced from several days to about three to six hours as part of the reforms associated with the EAC — a
demonstration of potential progress possible elsewhere.

The  Ease of Doing Business Index for 2019 (most recent year) includes only nine African countries in the topWorld Bank's
100. The  Tripartite Free Trade Area website lists examples of 25 non-tariff barriers to trade, whichCOMESA-EAC-SADC
range from import bans and product classification to corruption. However, progress in eliminating these barriers is slow,
as each non-tariff barrier reflects a vested interest or a local practice along a border region, sometimes spanning several
generations, on which the livelihoods of communities may depend.

http://www.news24.com/fin24/economy/african-free-trade-area-kicks-off-but-with-reminders-of-major-obstacles-at-borders-20210104
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IC.BUS.EASE.XQ?locations=ZA&most_recent_value_desc=false
http://www.tradebarriers.org/ntb/non_tariff_barriers


© 2024 AFRICAN FUTURES & INNOVATION PROGRAMMETHE AFCFTA: THEMATIC FUTURES3

Donors and sponsors

Reuse our work

All visualizations, data, and text produced by African Futures are completely open access under the . You have theCreative Commons BY license
permission to use, distribute, and reproduce these in any medium, provided the source and authors are credited.

The data produced by third parties and made available by African Futures is subject to the license terms from the original third-party authors.
We will always indicate the original source of the data in our documentation, so you should always check the license of any such third-party data
before use and redistribution.

All of our charts  in any site.can be embedded

Cite this research

Blessing Chipanda and Jakkie Cilliers (2024) The AfCFTA. Published online at futures.issafrica.org. Retrieved from 
 [Online Resource] Updated 29 August 2024.https://futures.issafrica.org/thematic/08-afcfta/

https://www.nepad.org/
https://www.sida.se/en
https://southafrica.hss.de/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://help.tableau.com/current/pro/desktop/en-us/embed.htm
https://futures.issafrica.org/thematic/08-afcfta/


 

The opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the ISS, its trustees, members of the Advisory Council or donors. Authors contribute to ISS publications
in their personal capacity.

About the authors

Dr Blessing Chipanda joined the African Futures and Innovation (AFI) programme in January 2023. Before joining the ISS he worked as an assistant lecturer/
research assistant at the University of Pretoria, Department of Economics. He is particularly interested in tasks within the wider realm of international trade,
development economics, public policy, monetary policy, and econometric modelling. Equally interested in economic and socio-economic activities that impact social
welfare. Blessing has a PhD in economics from the University of Pretoria, South Africa.

Dr Jakkie Cilliers is the ISS's founder and former executive director. He currently serves as chair of the ISS Board of Trustees and head of the African Futures and
Innovation (AFI) programme at the Pretoria oce of the Institute. His 2017 best-seller Fate of the Nation addresses South Africa’s futures from political, economic and
social perspectives. His three most recent books,  (March 2020),   (AprilAfrica First! Igniting a Growth Revolution The Future of Africa: Challenges and Opportunities
2021), and  (June 2022) take a rigorous look at the continent as a whole.Africa Tomorrow: Pathways to Prosperity

About African Futures & Innovation

Scenarios and forecasting can help Africa identify and respond to opportunities and threats. The work of the African Futures & Innovation (AFI) program at the
Institute for Security Studies aims to understand and address a widening gap between indices of wellbeing in Africa and elsewhere in the world. The AFI helps
stakeholders understand likely future developments. Research findings and their policy implications are widely disseminated, often in collaboration with in-country
partners. Forecasting tools inspire debate and provide insights into possible trajectories that inform planning, prioritisation and effective resource allocation.
Africa’s future depends on today’s choices and actions by governments and their non-governmental and international partners. The AFI provides empirical data that
informs short- and medium-term decisions with long-term implications. The AFI enhances Africa’s capacity to prepare for and respond to future challenges. The
program is headed by Dr Jakkie Cilliers.

https://www.jakkiecilliers.org/africa-first
https://www.jakkiecilliers.org/the-future-of-africa
https://futures.issafrica.org/books/

