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Impact of the Demographics and Health scenario on infant mortality and life expectancy

Africa is already on its way to reducing infant mortality significantly from its 2019 average: from almost 47 deaths per 1 000
live births to 36 by 2030 and to 26 by 2043. The Demographics and Health scenario reduces those rates to 28 in 2030 and
to 17 in 2043. The reduction in country-level rates is presented in Chart 17. Libya gains the least by 2043 and Nigeria the
most, followed by Madagascar and Guinea.

By 2043, almost 11 million fewer Africans will be born in the Demographics and Health scenario compared to the Current
Path forecast for that year. In fact, the scenario would cumulatively see 131 million fewer births over the forecast horizon.

Chart 18 shows the expected life expectancy in Africa, with trends for South Asia and South America added for
comparison. In the Current Path forecast, life expectancy in Africa is projected to improve from 65.8 years in 2019 to 71.8
years in 2043. In the Demographics and Health scenario, life expectancy increases to 73.3 years. Lesotho gains the most
(an increase of more than 2.2 years), followed by South Africa, Nigeria, South Sudan and Chad. The countries that gain the
least are Comoros, Djibouti and The Gambia, the last of which gains only 6 months. 
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