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Size of the world and Africa’s population in different scenarios

Chart 13 presents the world and Africa’s total populations to 2100 in the Current Path forecast and Demographics and
Health scenario. Individual African countries can be selected in the drop-down menu. In 2043, Africa’s population in the
Demographics and Health scenario compared to the Current Path would be 93 million fewer people; it would be 305
million fewer people in 2063 and at the end of the century, the difference would be a massive 630 million fewer Africans.

Because of its smaller population, Africa would emit a million tons less carbon from fossil fuels compared to the Current
Path forecast in 2043 and 59 million tons less in 2063. Coming from its current low base, carbon emissions in Africa will,
however, accelerate rapidly at this point given rapid population growth.

Given the momentum behind Africa’s youthful population, the impact of the combined Demographics and Health scenario
on the size of the world’s population would be substantial. In the Current Path forecast, the global population is expected
to peak at 10.7 billion by around 2090. In the Demographics and Health scenario, the peak is expected to more than a
decade earlier, at roughly 10.2 billion people, which has considerable positive implications for global sustainability.

By the end of the century, Africa’s population is expected to have grown to 3.2 billion people in the Demographics and
Health scenario (constituting 32% of the global population) and be close to its peak. In contrast, the Current Path forecasts
the population to be approximately 3.9 billion people by this time (constituting 36% of the global population) and still be
several decades away from its peak.[ ]1
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1.  

Endnotes

Forecasts over extended time horizons are very uncertain. Forecasting to 2043 is already stretching our understanding of how human and natural
systems interact, and things will certainly be very different by 2063 and even more so by 2100.
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