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Introduction: Explaining the Current Path

The Current Path on this website represents the default forecast for African countries' development, using the 
 forecasting platform hosted and developed by the Frederick S Pardee Institute for InternationalInternational Futures (IFs)

Futures at the University of Denver, United States. For details about IFs, visit the  page.About

The Current Path is based on recent conditions and policy trends and assumes that no major transformative shifts or
disruptions would occur. It uses historical data from a large number of global data providers to project future outcomes in
areas like demographics, education, the economy and human development under a “business-as-usual” scenario. The
forecasts are based on the integrated relationships between parameters such as urbanisation and growth taken from
peer-reviewed academic literature.

In the Current Path, African countries would develop in line with historical trends, meaning that the continent would
experience the same number of droughts, years of bountiful agricultural potential and demand for its commodity exports
that it has experienced in recent years, but within a global context including the effects of climate change and slower
economic growth following the rise in global tensions compared to before the 2007/8 global financial crisis.  Ongoing data
imports into updated versions of the IFs software steadily capture these trends.

The Current Path is not a linear forecast, but a dynamic representation of the future that benefits from the integrated
nature of the IFs forecasting platform and the interrelated effect of national level forecasts for 193 countries globally.

Whereas the various thematic pages on this website take a sectoral or issue-specific approach to Africa (such as  or health
), the geographic pages present the future of a particular country or group (such as  or the work/employment Nigeria

).Southern African Development Community

Setting out the Current Path is important since it allows us to measure the impact of improvements in particular sectors on
a business-as-usual future for each country, such as in agriculture, and the effect that these have on challenges and
opportunities. It serves as a baseline for comparing the impact of the modelling done in each of the sectors for each
country which we refer to further below, such as in demographics and health, as well as the impact of particular policies
such as the advancement of more .gender equity

By recognising the varied political, economic, social, technological, and governance landscapes across Africa, the Current
Path - and the comparison to our sectoral scenarios - provides insights on the comparative impact of interventions in
different sectors, although there is inevitably a requirement for a comprehensive approach to development. It empowers
policymakers to envision a “business-as-usual” future compared to transformative pathways in different sectors, offering
opportunities to shape sustainable growth and human development across Africa’s complex and dynamic environment. 

https://futures.issafrica.org/about/
https://futures.issafrica.org/about/
https://futures.issafrica.org/thematic/05-health-and-wash/
https://futures.issafrica.org/thematic/13-work-jobs/
https://futures.issafrica.org/geographic/countries/nigeria/
https://futures.issafrica.org/geographic/recs/sadc/
https://futures.issafrica.org/thematic/16-gender/
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Donors and sponsors

Reuse our work

All visualizations, data, and text produced by African Futures are completely open access under the . You have theCreative Commons BY license
permission to use, distribute, and reproduce these in any medium, provided the source and authors are credited.

The data produced by third parties and made available by African Futures is subject to the license terms from the original third-party authors.
We will always indicate the original source of the data in our documentation, so you should always check the license of any such third-party data
before use and redistribution.

All of our charts  in any site.can be embedded
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About African Futures & Innovation

Scenarios and forecasting can help Africa identify and respond to opportunities and threats. The work of the African Futures & Innovation (AFI) program at the
Institute for Security Studies aims to understand and address a widening gap between indices of wellbeing in Africa and elsewhere in the world. The AFI helps
stakeholders understand likely future developments. Research findings and their policy implications are widely disseminated, often in collaboration with in-country
partners. Forecasting tools inspire debate and provide insights into possible trajectories that inform planning, prioritisation and effective resource allocation.
Africa’s future depends on today’s choices and actions by governments and their non-governmental and international partners. The AFI provides empirical data that
informs short- and medium-term decisions with long-term implications. The AFI enhances Africa’s capacity to prepare for and respond to future challenges. The
program is headed by Dr Jakkie Cilliers.

https://www.jakkiecilliers.org/africa-first
https://www.jakkiecilliers.org/the-future-of-africa
https://futures.issafrica.org/books/

