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Cost of the Conflict

This final section examines the impact of the war on the economy and poverty reduction, using two scenarios. The first is
the No-Conflict scenario, which takes a retrospective view of what the development prospects would have been if the 2023
conflict had not occurred. To do this, the Current Path (adjusted for the impact of the conflict) is compared with Sudan’s
development prospects before the conflict (based on the IMF growth projection). The second step was to examine the
impact of a protracted conflict in Sudan through 2030, with a delayed economic recovery.

No-Conflict scenario

In 2023, Sudan’s GDP in the No-Conflict scenario was estimated at US$32.4 billion. Compared with the Current Path, the
economic losses from the conflict in 2023 alone totalled US$6.4 billion. This translates into a GDP per capita loss (in PPP) of
about US$500, reflecting a significant deterioration in the standard of living for the Sudanese population. By 2043, Sudan’s
GDP under the No-Conflict scenario would have reached US$57.6 billion. This represents an estimated GDP loss of about
US$18.8 billion by 2043, equivalent to a per capita income loss of about US$752.

Chart 42: GDP per capita (PPP) in the Current Path and No-Conflict scenario, 2023-2043
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The conflict has also severely undermined progress in poverty reduction. In the No-Conflict scenario, around 20 million
Sudanese (representing 39.2% of the population) would have lived below the international poverty line of US$2.15 per day
in 2023. Comparing this to the Current Path means that almost 6.9 million more Sudanese were pushed into extreme
poverty in 2023 alone due to the conflict. By 2043, this would have worsened such that nearly 13.4 million additional
Sudanese would have been pushed into extreme poverty in the Current Path due to the conflict compared to the
No-Conflict scenario.
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Chart 43: Poverty in the Current Path and No-Conflict scenario, 2020-2043
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Protracted conflict

In the Protracted Conflict scenario, Sudan’s GDP is projected to fall to US$23.1 billion in 2043, representing a loss of
US$34.5 billion relative to the No-Conflict scenario. This corresponds to a GDP per capita loss of US$1 725 in 2043,

underscoring the devastating economic toll of prolonged conflict.
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Chart 44: GDP per capita (PPP) in the No-Conflict and Protracted Conflict scenario, 2023-2043
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The consequences of poverty are severe. About 52.4 million Sudanese (equivalent to 63.3% of the population) will live
below the extreme poverty line of US$2.15 in the Protracted Conflict scenario by 2043. This translates into 34.1 million
more people living in extreme poverty compared to the No-Conflict scenario. If the current conflict persists, almost 34
million additional Sudanese risk falling into extreme poverty by 2043. Thus, without peace and recovery efforts, the war
will continue to erode livelihoods, reverse development gains and entrench poverty for millions.

‘ BEYOND THE CONFLICT: CHARTING A PATH TO SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AND © 2026 AFRICAN FUTURES & INNOVATION PROGRAMME
DEVELOPMENT IN SUDAN: SPECIAL REPORT



Chart 45: Poverty in the No-Conflict and Protracted Conflict scenario, 2020-2043
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* All visualizations, data, and text produced by African Futures are completely open access under the Creative Commons BY license. You have the
permission to use, distribute, and reproduce these in any medium, provided the source and authors are credited.

The data produced by third parties and made available by African Futures is subject to the license terms from the original third-party authors.
We will always indicate the original source of the data in our documentation, so you should always check the license of any such third-party data
before use and redistribution.

All of our charts can be embedded in any site.
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