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Sudan Rising Scenario

This section discusses the impact of the Sudan Rising scenario relative to the Current Path. The Sudan Rising scenario
combines all eight sectoral scenarios: Governance, Demographics and Health, Education, Large Infrastructure and
Leapfrogging, Agriculture, Manufacturing, AfCFTA and Financial Flows. In the Sudan Rising scenario, Sudan’s GDP will
increase to US$58.2 billion by 2043, up US$19.3 billion from the Current Path. In the Sudan Rising scenario, the economy is
expected to grow at an average of 5.0%, compared with the 2.4% projected in the Current Path.

In the Sudan Rising scenario, the GDP per capita will increase to US$3 176 by 2043. This will be US$792 higher than the
Current Path projection of US$2 384, suggesting that the materialisation of the Sudan Rising scenario could significantly
improve the living standards of the Sudanese population. The projected GDP per capita in this scenario will be US$178
more than the Current Path average for low-income countries in Africa by 2043. The results reflect the importance of a
multisectoral program of interventions to rapidly improve average incomes in Sudan. The economic growth projected in
the Sudan Rising scenario indicates that an integrated development push across sectors is the best way to achieve
sustained inclusive growth, increase average incomes and improve living standards in Sudan.

The structure of the Sudanese economy will undergo a significant transformation in the Sudan Rising scenario. The size of
each sector increases in the Sudan Rising scenario (expressed in US$ terms), given the large overall increase in Sudan’s
economy, but their relative contributions to GDP change. By 2043, the services sector will remain the largest contributor to
GDP at 50.4% (valued at US$29.3 billion), higher than the Current Path of 45.6% (valued at US$17.7 billion). The share of
the agriculture sector will fall to 25.7% (valued at US$14.9) in the Sudan Rising scenario, compared to 27.9% (valued at
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US$10.8) in the Current Path in 2043. The manufacturing sector will be the third-largest contributor to GDP in the scenario
by 2043, with a share of 14.8% (equivalent to US$8.6 billion),below the Current Path of 16.7% (US$6.6 billion). In the Sudan
Rising scenario, the share of energy, materials and ICT will decline below the Current Path to constitute 5.1%, 3.4% and
0.6%, respectively, although all will be larger in absolute terms.

By 2043, the size of the informal sector in Sudan will decline to 5.8% of GDP, equivalent to US$3.3 billion in absolute value.
At this rate, the contribution of the informal economy will be lower than the 14.7% (valued at US$5.7 billion) on the Current
Path and below the average for low-income countries in Africa at 28.0%. Likewise, by 2043, there will be about 2.7 million
fewer labourers in the informal sector than under the Current Path. This will correspond to informal labour constituting
5.8% of total labour in the Sudan Rising scenario, rather than 24.1% in the Current Path, reflecting the anticipated
improvement in state capacity driven by higher tax revenue. If Sudanese authorities manage to steadily formalise larger
portions of the informal sector through digitisation, for example, it could lead to increased productivity, higher GDP and
more government revenue. Indeed, this could raise government revenue without aid to 10.3% of GDP in the scenario,
instead of the projected 8.5% of GDP by 2043. 
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In 2023, the average life expectancy at birth in Sudan was 70.3 years, about 6 years higher than the average for peers in
the same income group in Africa. On average, women in Sudan (71.9 years) live 3.3 years longer than men (68.6 years). In
the Current Path, life expectancy will increase to only 73.1 years by 2043, slightly higher than the average of 71.8 years for
low-income African countries. In the Sudan Rising scenario, life expectancy will increase to 77.3 years by 2043, which is 4.2
years higher than the country’s Current Path in that year. In both the Sudan Rising scenario and the Current Path, women
will be expected to live about two years longer than men by 2043.
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In the Sudan Rising scenario, both the number and proportion of poor people in Sudan will decline significantly. By 2043,
about 14.4 million people in the country, equivalent to 18.0% of the population, will be living in extreme poverty. This
means that, compared to the Current Path, 17.3 million more people could be lifted out of poverty by 2043 in this
scenario—a decline of 20.9 percentage points from the Current Path's 38.9% in 2043. Additionally, the proportion of poor
people in Sudan in the scenario will be half the average of 28.3% for low-income African countries by 2043. In the Sudan
Rising scenario, inequality in Sudan will fall to 0.26 in 2043, compared to 0.30 in the Current Path, indicating that economic
growth will be broadly shared.
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However, the materialisation of the Sudan Rising scenario and the achievement of sustainable economic development will
come at the cost of increased carbon emissions in Sudan. In the Sudan Rising scenario, Sudan’s total carbon emissions will
rise to 11.4 million tons,32.6% higher than what is estimated in the Current Path for the same year. Also, energy demand
in the Sudan Rising scenario will be higher due to the expected expansion of economic activities, creating a larger energy
deficit. In the scenario, energy demand in Sudan will jump to 163 million BOE by 2043, 33.8 million BOE above the Current
Path. Although the total energy production of 101.8 million BOE in the Sudan Rising scenario in 2043 will be 17.3 million
BOE above the Current Path, it will still fall short of total demand. By 2043, the excess energy demand of 61.3 million BOE
will be 36.8% higher than Current Path projections.



© 2026 AFRICAN FUTURES & INNOVATION PROGRAMMEBEYOND THE CONFLICT: CHARTING A PATH TO SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT IN SUDAN: SPECIAL REPORT

8

These suggest that while Sudan has the potential to grow, it will come at the cost of more emissions and will require more
energy to pursue its development agenda. To achieve this, the country can rely on its huge renewable energy potential, as
discussed in the Current Path, to pursue a green development pathway.
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