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Chart 39: Policy recommendations

Chart 39 summarises the policy recommendations for Zimbabwe. 

This report has analysed Zimbabwe’s developmental trajectory up to 2043, assessing its Current Path and exploring 
transformative scenarios across eight critical sectors: agriculture, education, governance, infrastructure and leapfrogging, 
demographics and health, financial flows, manufacturing, and AfCFTA integration.

The findings highlight persistent structural challenges—including political and economic instability, weak governance, low 
technological adoption, limited economic diversification, inadequate and outdated infrastructure, a slow demographic 
transition, a low-skilled workforce and climate vulnerabilities. While Zimbabwe is making progress, the pace of economic 
and human development remains insufficient to meet the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030.

Achieving sustainable growth requires a synergised approach, leveraging sectoral advancements to drive long-term 
economic resilience. The following policy recommendations are critical for unlocking Zimbabwe’s full potential:

Demographic Growth: Develop policies that enhance labour market integration, urban planning and youth employment 
programs to capitalise on the demographic dividend.

Health/WaSH: Increase investment in healthcare infrastructure, disease prevention, as well as clean water and sanitation 
access to improve workforce productivity and reduce economic losses from health-related issues.

Agriculture: Modernise the sector by expanding irrigation, promoting precision farming, improving transport and storage 
infrastructure, and supporting agro-processing to boost productivity, food security and job creation.

AfCFTA Integration: Strengthen regional trade participation by eliminating trade barriers, improving logistics and 
diversifying exports to maximise opportunities in manufacturing and services.
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Manufacturing Sector: Prioritise industrialisation through technological adoption, skills development and strategic 
investments in key industries such as agro-processing and mineral beneficiation (lithium, platinum, diamond, iron ore, 
chromium and gold).

Infrastructure Development: Develop energy, transport and ICT networks to lower business costs, improve efficiency, 
attract investment and enhance connectivity, particularly for agriculture and rural areas.

Leapfrogging Technology: Promote the rapid adoption of digital technologies, automation and AI-driven solutions to 
enhance productivity and competitiveness in key sectors.

Financial Flows: Implement policies that attract foreign direct investment (FDI), strengthen local capital markets and 
improve tax systems to boost sustainable economic growth and fiscal stability.

Governance: Foster political stability, transparency and efficient resource allocation, implementing robust anti-corruption 
measures to improve the investment climate.

Educational Attainment: Expand access to STEM education, vocational training and digital skills development to create a 
skilled and innovation-driven workforce for future economic transformation.

A future-ready Zimbabwe will be youthful, skilled, healthier, export-oriented, technologically advanced and well-governed. 
By prioritising industrialisation, strengthening regional trade ties through AfCFTA and creating a business-friendly 
investment environment, Zimbabwe can drive manufacturing growth, economic diversification and higher living standards.

The manufacturing sector will be the cornerstone of sustainable economic growth, unlocking job creation, poverty 
reduction and resilience against external economic shocks. To maximise its potential, Zimbabwe must focus on strategic 
investments in infrastructure, skills development, innovation and governance reforms that enable value-add production 
and beneficiation.

These policy interventions will accelerate GDP growth, reaching 9% by 2030, peaking at 14% in 2037, and stabilising at 9% 
by 2043 under the Manufacturing scenario. This trajectory aligns with Zimbabwe’s Vision 2030, targeting a GDP growth 
rate of 7–10% by 2030 and positioning the country as a competitive player in regional and global markets.

With decisive action, Zimbabwe can transition from a resource-based economy to an industrialised, high-value production 
hub, ensuring long-term prosperity for its people.
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