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South Sudan: Scenario Comparisons

Chart 29 presents GDP per capita in purchasing power parity (PPP) in the Current Path and each of the eight sectoral 
scenarios. The data is from 2020 with a forecast to 2043.

The Combined scenario combines all eight sectoral scenarios: Governance, Demographics and Health, Education, Large 
Infrastructure and Leapfrogging, Agriculture, Manufacturing and Leapfrogging, AfCFTA, and Financial Flows. The 
integrated nature of the forecasting model means that these sectoral scenarios produce a synergistic or additional effect 
that further improves outcomes.

In the Combined scenario, GDP per capita in South Sudan will be 46.7% above the Current Path in 2043, equivalent to an 
additional US$907 per person.

Among the eight sectoral scenarios, the AfCFTA scenario has the most considerable impact on GDP per capita (an increase 
of 9.1% or US$177 per person over baseline), followed by the Manufacturing scenario (6.7%), infrastructure development 
(5.6%) and better governance (5.2%). Health (2.1%) and Education (2.1%) reforms, while vital, yield smaller income gains by 
2043, suggesting that human capital pays off more gradually.
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Chart 30 presents poverty in the Current Path and for each scenario, from 2020 to 2043. The user can select the number 
of impoverished people or the percentage of the population.

Using the World Bank’s low-income poverty line (US$2.15 per person per day), an estimated 7.4 million South Sudanese 
(64.3% of the population) lived in extreme poverty in 2023. On the Current Path, this figure will rise to 13.3 million by 2043, 
equivalent to 73.2% of the population. 

All scenarios reduce poverty compared to the Current Path, but AfCFTA will again deliver the most considerable single-
sector poverty reduction by 2043. By expanding export-led growth, AfCFTA helps diversify away from oil, creating jobs in 
agriculture and manufacturing that lift many out of extreme poverty. In the AfCFTA scenario, the poverty rate will fall to 
69.5% by 2043, representing about 68 000 fewer people living in poverty compared with the Current Path. 

The Governance (about 58 000 fewer people in poverty), Manufacturing (about 55 000 fewer) and Agriculture scenarios 
(about 52 000 fewer) also make meaningful reductions in poverty. Improved governance enhances the efficient allocation 
of public resources and the delivery of services to households; growth in manufacturing increases labour demand, 
productivity, and access to wage jobs; and agricultural expansion raises smallholder incomes while easing food prices. 

These scenarios are followed by Large Infrastructure and Leapfrogging, Education, Demographics and Health and 
Financial Flows, respectively. Together, these channels convert productivity gains and more effective market functioning 
into sustained reductions in poverty over time.
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Chart 31 presents GDP in the Current Path and in the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043. The data is in US$ 2017 and 
at market exchange rates (MER).

The Combined scenario combines all eight sectoral scenarios: Governance, Demographics and Health, Education, Large 
Infrastructure and Leapfrogging, Agriculture, Manufacturing, AfCFTA and Financial Flows. 

After more than a decade of volatile growth marked by conflict, oil dependence and repeated economic shocks, South 
Sudan’s GDP stood at US$7.2 billion in 2023. On the Current Path, it will increase to US$12.8 billion by 2043, with an 
average annual growth rate of 4.1% during the forecast period (2027-2043). In the Combined scenario, GDP will reach 
US$22.3 billion by 2043, roughly US$9.5 billion more than the Current Path. Under this scenario, the average GDP growth 
rate will nearly double to 7.5% per annum.

While this would represent a significant improvement in South Sudan’s economic prospects, it would not by itself 
eliminate the country’s structural challenges, rampant poverty and vulnerability, given the scale of development deficits 
and the long-term nature of recovery and state-building.
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Chart 32 presents GDP per capita in purchasing power parity (PPP) in the Current Path and the Combined scenario. The 
data is from 2023 with a forecast to 2043.

South Sudan’s GDP per capita at purchasing power parity (PPP) will increase from US$1 476 in 2023 to US$1 941 by 2043 
on the Current Path. In the Combined scenario, it will rise to US$2 849, about US$907 above the Current Path, accelerating 
convergence with peer countries. Reaching this outcome depends on implementing reforms across multiple sectors, 
including Demographics and Health, Education, Manufacturing, Large Infrastructure and Leapfrogging, Agriculture, 
AfCFTA, Financial Flows and Governance.

Chart 33 presents the value-added by sector in the Current Path and in the Combined scenario, for 2023 and 2043. The 
data is in US$ 2017 and as a percentage of GDP.
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In the Combined scenario, the economy shifts away from the Current Path and towards a more balanced, productivity-led 
pattern of structural change. By 2043, the ICT sector's value-added share of GDP will rise to 11.7%, 5.9 percentage points 
above the Current Path of 5.6%. This increase reflects a transparent redirection of investment, skills development and 
entrepreneurship into higher-productivity activities with economy-wide benefits.

The ICT strengthens total factor productivity by reducing transaction and information costs, improving market 
coordination, and helping firms upgrade their production and delivery processes. As connectivity, digital services and tech-
enabled business models expand, they boost productivity not only within the sector but also across agriculture, services 
and light manufacturing through digital payments, logistics platforms, market information and more efficient public and 
private service delivery. Over time, network effects and learning-by-doing reinforce these gains, positioning ICT as a 
general-purpose capability that speeds up structural transformation beyond what sector growth alone would imply.

Modest gains are also recorded in services (+0.9 percentage points) and materials, including mining (+0.3 percentage 
points), pointing to a gradual diversification of economic activity away from traditional low-productivity sectors. The 
expanded role of services aligns with the process of structural transformation: as incomes rise, urbanisation accelerates, 
and firms become more active, demand increasingly shifts toward transport, trade, finance, communications and other 
business services that support productive activity across the economy.

In absolute terms, output will rise across all sectors, underscoring how stronger industrial momentum generates 
economy-wide spillovers rather than isolated gains. By 2043, services will deliver the largest increase, contributing US$5.6 
billion more than in the Current Path. The next-largest gains come from ICT (US$1.9 billion) and manufacturing (US$1.0 
billion), followed by agriculture (US$0.6 billion), materials (US$0.3 billion) and energy (US$0.2 billion).

Chart 34 presents the size of the informal sector in the Current Path and in the Combined scenario, from 2020 to 2043.

The informal sector operates outside formal regulatory frameworks, with many enterprises avoiding or unable to meet 
tax obligations, thereby reducing government revenue. The industry also generally does not adhere to the country’s 
labour laws.
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The sector generates income for individuals who lack access to formal job opportunities, including youth, women and 
unskilled workers. Productivity in the industry is generally lower than in the formal sector due to limited access to modern 
technology, credit and markets.

South Sudan’s informal economy plays a critical role as a source of livelihoods, particularly in urban centres and peri-
urban settlements where formal employment opportunities are scarce and public-sector jobs are limited. While informal 
activities provide essential income for many households through petty trade, small services, transport and casual labour, 
they are typically associated with low productivity, limited access to finance and markets, weak regulation and little or no 
social protection. Informal workers and businesses are also highly exposed to insecurity, price volatility and climate-
related shocks.

As South Sudan aims to diversify beyond oil and build a more resilient, jobs-rich economy, expanding the formal private 
sector and improving the quality of work are central to achieving inclusive and sustainable growth. This requires measures 
that lower the costs of formalisation, strengthen basic infrastructure and market access, improve skills and business 
support, and create a more predictable regulatory and security environment—so that formal enterprises can grow, 
generate better jobs and contribute more fully to the tax base and service delivery.

On the Current Path, informality will remain widespread in South Sudan, with the informal sector accounting for a 
significant share of economic activity and employment. In 2023, the informal sector accounted for 34% of GDP and 63% of 
total labour in South Sudan. This reflects a narrow formal job base, slow expansion of higher-productivity sectors outside 
oil, and longstanding barriers to enterprise growth and formalisation, especially for youth, women and micro and small 
businesses. 

On the Current Path, South Sudan’s informal sector will decline only marginally, accounting for about 31% of GDP by 2043, 
while the share of informal employment will fall to 59% of the total labour force.

By contrast, the Combined scenario presents a more favourable trajectory. With reforms implemented together 
(improving governance and stability, expanding education and health outcomes, investing in infrastructure and 
accelerating diversification), more firms can grow, productivity will rise and formal employment will expand. As a result, 
the informal sector’s contribution to GDP and the share of workers in informal jobs will decline to 25.5% of GDP and 36.8% 
of total labour by 2043, signalling a gradual shift toward more productive, better-protected and more sustainable 
livelihoods.
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Chart 35 presents poverty in the Current Path and the Combined scenario, for 2023 and 2043.

In the Combined scenario, South Sudan will achieve far greater reductions in extreme poverty (at US$2.15) than on the 
Current Path. By 2043, the extreme poverty rate will fall from 73.2% to 49.2%, lifting an additional estimated 4.5 million 
people out of extreme poverty. This substantial improvement reflects the compounded impact of coordinated 
interventions implemented across multiple sectors, which together expand labour market opportunities and increase 
household incomes.

Unlike stand-alone measures, the Combined scenario tackles both the root causes and the effects of poverty. 
Strengthening human capital improves employability and raises incomes; accelerating structural transformation in 
agriculture and manufacturing creates more formal, productive jobs; and investments in infrastructure and digital 
connectivity broaden access to markets and essential services. Together, these reforms also build state capacity to 
provide targeted assistance and stronger social safety nets for the most vulnerable, helping to ensure the gains from 
growth are shared more widely.

Alongside poverty reduction, the Combined scenario will also deliver meaningful progress in reducing income inequality. 
On the Current Path, South Sudan’s Gini coefficient (a standard measure of income distribution where 0 indicates perfect 
equality and 1 indicates extreme inequality) will decline only marginally from 0.43 in 2023 to 0.42 by 2043. In the 
Combined scenario, however, the Gini will fall to 0.36 by 2043, about 0.06 lower than in the Current Path. This 
improvement points to a more inclusive distribution of economic gains over time.
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Chart 36 compares life expectancy in the Current Path with the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043.

Life expectancy at birth is one of the most comprehensive indicators of health and overall well-being, and it helps 
illustrate the substantial drag that weak human capital places on South Sudan’s economic growth. It is heavily influenced 
by deaths at young ages and from preventable causes.

In 2023, life expectancy in South Sudan was estimated at 66.5 years. On the Current Path, it will increase to 73.4 years by 
2043, with male life expectancy reaching 71.1 years and female life expectancy reaching 75.6 years. 

In the Combined scenario, South Sudan's life expectancy will increase to 76.9 years by 2043, with male life expectancy 
reaching 74.8 years and female life expectancy reaching 78.9 years. The increase of 3.5 years reflects not only 
improvements in the healthcare system, but also broader gains in education, infrastructure, governance and socio-
economic equity.
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Chart 37 compares carbon emissions in the Current Path with the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043. Note that the 
data is in million tons of carbon, not CO2 equivalent.

For more insights, also refer to the Climate theme. 

South Sudan is a minor contributor to global greenhouse gas emissions in absolute terms, with most emissions linked to 
land-use change and forestry, widespread biomass-based energy use (fuelwood and charcoal), and production occurring 
in oil-sector operations and associated transport and power generation.

In 2023, South Sudan emitted about 970 000 tons of carbon, accounting for just around 0.2% of Africa’s total carbon 
emissions that year. On the Current Path, South Sudan’s emissions are forecast to rise gradually to 2.9 million tons of 
carbon by 2043. This trajectory will be driven mainly by population and energy demand growth, urbanisation and 
expansion of economic activity, especially if electrification continues to rely on diesel generation and traditional biomass 
remains the dominant household fuel. 

In the Combined scenario, South Sudan’s carbon emissions will rise to 5.0 million tons by 2043, which is approximately 2.1 
million tons above the Current Path forecast. This depicts increased economic activities under the AfCFTA, Manufacturing, 
Governance, Agriculture, and Large Infrastructure and Leapfrogging scenarios. In the AfCFTA scenario alone, emissions 
rise to 3.1 million tons, reflecting higher trade and production activity. Given South Sudan’s high vulnerability to climate 
risks, including floods, droughts and shifting rainfall patterns, policy responses should prioritise adaptation and resilience 
alongside mitigation.

https://futures.issafrica.org/thematic/14-climate-change/
https://ourworldindata.org/profile/co2/south-sudan#:~:text=Methane%20(CH4)%20is%20a%20strong,decoupled%20from%20its%20CO%E2%82%82%20emissions?
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Chart 38 compares energy demand and production in the Current Path with the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043. 

Energy production is done in nine types, namely oil, gas, coal, hydro, nuclear, solar, wind, geothermal and other 
renewables. The data is converted into billion barrels of oil equivalent (BBOE) to facilitate comparisons. Note that energy 
production could be for domestic use or for export. The data is converted into billion or million barrels of oil equivalent 
(BBOE or MBOE) to allow for comparisons between different energy sources.

South Sudan’s energy sector is starting a slow, policy-led transition focused on expanding electricity access, strengthening 
energy security and reducing reliance on expensive diesel generation and traditional biomass. The Ministry of Energy and 
Dams (MoED) has set out a vision for affordable, reliable and sustainable power, prioritising the scaling up of renewable 
energy and a shift toward cleaner sources, alongside longer-term ambitions to develop the country’s hydropower 
potential.

At the same time, the enabling environment remains challenging. South Sudan has extremely low electrification and 
continues to rely heavily on imported diesel for electricity generation and on biomass for energy, which constrains 
productivity and raises household and business costs. Assessments also highlight persistent weaknesses in the power-
sector policy and institutional framework, including limited capacity and overlapping mandates. These constraints point to 
the need for more precise regulation and stronger institutions to attract private investment and accelerate the 
deployment of modern energy solutions.

As of 2023, South Sudan's energy production was mainly oil, accounting for 97.4%, with the remainder consisting of 
biofuels and waste. On the Current Path, these will remain the country’s primary energy sources by 2043. However, 
renewable energy production, particularly from solar, will be gradually increasing, though from a very low base. Solar 
lanterns, solar lighting systems, solar home systems and small mini-grids are becoming more visible in urban markets and 
in some communities, offering one of the most practical near-term pathways to scale electricity access beyond the grid.

In 2023, South Sudan's estimated energy production was around 35.4 million barrels of oil equivalent (BOE), surpassing 
the domestic energy demand of approximately 16.3 million BOE. As a result, the country became a net energy exporter, a 
trend expected to continue through 2043. Energy demand will increase to 31.3 million BOE by 2043, while production will 
rise to 49.6 million BOE, which suggests a gross surplus of about 18.3 million BOE. However, in 2043, exports will reach 

https://www.mofp.gov.ss/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Eng.TomRemis-ElectricitySectorinSouthSudan-1.pptx
https://f1000research.com/articles/13-1267
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099062423121010866/pdf/P175227033a0f709c08c820a541fab2564f.pdf
https://www.iea.org/countries/south-sudan
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099062423121021301/pdf/P17522707b8eef0490a6cc033f3f97890a8.pdf
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around 26.8 million BOE, indicating that a significant portion of production will continue to be directed toward 
international markets rather than domestic consumption.

In the Combined scenario, energy demand will rise to about 41.6 million BOE by 2043, roughly 10.3 million BOE above the 
Current Path. Over the same period, production will increase to 52.2 million BOE, around 5.1% above the Current Path. As 
a result, the energy surplus will narrow to roughly 10.6 million BOE, a 42% reduction relative to the Current Path. 
Consistent with stronger domestic absorption, energy exports will also decline to 23.9 million BOE, down by nearly 2.9 
million BOE (10.7%) from the Current Path in 2043.
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