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Chart 2: Population structure in the Current Path, 1990-2043 &
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Chart 2 presents the Current Path of the population structure, from 1990 to 2043.

Somalia has not conducted a full national population census since 1975, meaning population trends over the past five
decades have relied largely on estimates. The current Somali Population and Housing Census (SPHC), launched in 2023,

marks a significant institutional milestone. The census project timeline outlines:

* March 2022 - December 2025: Pre-census activities

* January 2026 - October 2027: GIS development and cartographic mapping

* October - December 2028: Development of enumeration instruments and field testing
* January 2029 - December 2029: Enumeration, data processing and release of results

While the SPHC will eventually provide a national demographic baseline, existing estimates already offer valuable insight
into Somalia’s population trajectory.

Despite prolonged civil conflict and state fragility, Somalia’s population has more than doubled over the past 33 years,
from approximately 7.1 million in 1990 to 18.4 million in 2023. In 2024, the country ranked 24th in Africa and 68th globally
in terms of population size. On the Current Path, the population will reach 33.7 million by 2043, making Somalia the 22nd
most populous country on the continent.

This sustained population expansion is driven primarily by persistently high fertility, which remains among the highest
globally. In the early 1990s, women had, on average, more than seven children each. The total fertility rate has declined
gradually since then, but remained high at 6.1 births per woman in 2023. On the Current Path, it is expected to fall further
to 4.6 births per woman by 2043. This will still exceed the replacement rate of 2.1, ensuring ongoing population growth
and exerting sustained pressure on development outcomes in the coming decades.
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Like many countries in sub-Saharan Africa, Somalia's population is predominantly young. In 2023, nearly three-quarters of
the population was under 30, and almost half were children under 15. This means that a large portion of the population is
dependent on the workforce to provide for its needs. On the Current Path, the population under 15 years will decline
gradually, but will still constitute 42% of the population by 2043. The share of older persons (65 and above) has been
stable at 3% over time, and is projected to remain 3% by 2043. The structure of Somalia’s population is typical of countries
with high fertility rates and low life expectancy.

The dependency ratio, which compares children (under 15 years) and elderly (over 64 years) to the working-age (15-65
years) population, remains high at 97% and will continue to place sustained pressure on education systems, health
services and job creation. These pressures are also unevenly distributed, with dependency ratios markedly higher in rural
(131%) and nomadic (121%) areas than in urban (106%) areas. This suggests that support burdens are particularly acute
outside cities, with implications for poverty, service provision and regional inequality.

Somalia’s demographic profile intersects with broader structural constraints on development. Around 75% of young
people face unemployment, alongside limited educational attainment and restricted access to health services. These
conditions compound the pressures created by a youthful, dependent population, constraining livelihoods, weakening
economic prospects and limiting the country’s ability to translate demographic change into inclusive growth.

Chart 3: Population distribution map, 2023
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Chart 3 presents a population distribution map for 2023.
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In 2023, Somalia had an average population density of 29 people per square kilometre, ranking 39th on the
continent. Population distribution across the country is highly uneven, shaped by the interaction of climate conditions,
livelihood systems, mobility patterns and fragmented governance.

Much of Somalia is arid to semi-arid, with highly variable rainfall patterns across space and time, which limits the
feasibility of stable livelihoods and more permanent settlements. Higher population concentrations are found along the
Juba and Shabelle river valleys, where irrigated agriculture supports more reliable livelihoods than in surrounding dryland
areas. Historically, nomadic and pastoralist livelihoods have played a central role in shaping low-density settlement
patterns, with seasonal mobility responding to the availability of pasture and water across extensive rangeland systems.
Although the share of fully nomadic households has declined over time, mobility remains a defining feature of rural
livelihoods, which still account for over 60% of the population.

Over the past decade, these traditional settlement systems have been increasingly disrupted by overlapping climate and
conflict shocks. The country hosts one of the world's largest internal displacement crises. By the end of 2024, conflict and
violence had left around 3.1 million people living in internal displacement. Climate shocks have increasingly compounded
and intensified displacement dynamics across the country. Since late 2021, Somalia has experienced one of the most
severe droughts in decades, driven by multiple failed rainy seasons that devastated pastoral and agropastoral livelihoods.
The drought triggered additional large-scale displacement, with well over a million people forced to move by early 2023,
and its socioeconomic impacts have continued to reverberate beyond the peak crisis. From 2023 onwards, drought
impacts have been compounded by extreme climatic volatility, including severe El Nifio-related flooding, exposing millions
of people to consecutive climate shocks.

Alongside climate stress, conflict and communal violence remain significant displacement triggers. In early 2023, clashes
around Laascaanood led to the internal displacement of at least 150 000 people and pushed about 100 000 refugees into
Ethiopia, many of whom arrived in remote and drought-affected areas. An estimated 316 000 new internal displacements
linked to conflict and violence were reported in Somalia in 2024, less than half the number recorded in 2023, when
fighting escalated sharply in the Sool region. This decline reflects an overall reduction in large-scale fighting and violence
against civilians, despite continued military operations against Al-Shabaab and episodes of communal violence, including
land-related conflicts in Gedo in July and October. By the end of 2024, an estimated 3.1 million people remained internally
displaced due to conflict and violence, while disasters displaced more than 733 000.

Beyond internal displacement, Somalia remains one of the region’s major refugee-origin countries, with substantial Somali
refugee populations in Kenya, Ethiopia and Yemen. Many have spent decades in exile, often in camp settings, reflecting a
protracted refugee situation in which large refugee populations remain displaced for extended periods. As a result, entire
generations of Somalis have grown up outside their country of origin. Host governments, including Ethiopia, have
introduced measures to improve access to education, livelihoods and local integration, though constraints remain. Return
movements from neighbouring countries occur periodically but remain modest relative to internal displacement.
Nevertheless, returnees intersect with existing settlement pressures, particularly in urban and peri-urban areas.
Population mobility in Somalia, therefore, operates across both internal and cross-border dimensions, further
complicating spatial planning, service delivery and governance.

In response, the government has taken steps to strengthen institutional frameworks, including ratifying the Kampala
Convention in 2019 and establishing a Durable Solutions Unit within the Ministry of Planning, Investment and Economic
Development. Still, displacement pressures remain closely linked to insecurity, environmental stress and long-standing
marginalisation, particularly in southern regions. In September 2024, the federal government adopted the National
Solutions Pathways Action Plan for 2024-2029, outlining a framework to advance longer-term solutions for internally
displaced persons and returnees. The plan focuses on expanding access to basic services, livelihood and employment
opportunities, housing and tenure security, and social support systems. It builds on the earlier National Durable Solutions
Strategy (2020-2024) and is aligned with broader national development priorities and the Sustainable Development Goals.
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These spatial dynamics are further complicated by contested authority and state legitimacy. This includes Somaliland’s
1991 declaration of independence and its limited international recognition, as well as Puntland’s autonomous status
within Somalia’s federal system, which has periodically been marked by tensions with the Federal Government over
constitutional authority, governance arrangements and resource control. These issues gained renewed international
salience in 2025, amid Israel's announcement recognising Somaliland and debates at the United Nations Security Council,
where concerns were raised that external engagement with Somaliland outside Somalia’s constitutional framework could
undermine the country's territorial integrity and regional stability.

Chart 4: Urban and rural population in the Current Path, 1990-2043 -
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Chart 4 presents the urban and rural population in the Current Path, from 1990 to 2043.

Somalia is urbanising rapidly, and consistently faster than its low-income African peers. However, this urban expansion
has been driven less by ‘classic’ structural transformation and instead by protracted conflict, climate shocks and large-
scale internal displacement.

The urban population increased from 29.7% in 1990 to 48% in 2023, now ranking fifth among its low-income African peers
and above the group average of 33.2%. On the Current Path, Somalia is expected to remain more urbanised than its
peers, with the urban share rising to 58.4% by 2043, compared to a peer-group average of 42.8%.

Cities such as Mogadishu, Bosaso, Baidoa and Hargeisa are absorbing a disproportionate share of the displaced
population. Much of this growth has taken the form of informal settlement, characterised by insecure land tenure, spatial
segregation, weak service provision and high exposure to eviction. Nearly half of Somalia’s urban population lives in slum
conditions, reflecting limited access to durable housing, improved sanitation and secure tenure. Municipal governance
capacity remains extremely limited, shaped by fragmented authority, weak fiscal autonomy and minimal planning reach,
while core urban services are predominantly delivered through private, informal or humanitarian systems.

As a result, Somali cities function as dense hubs of population and economic activity without corresponding institutional
depth, inclusive labour markets or effective regulatory frameworks. Urban land has emerged as a central arena of political
and economic contestation, reinforcing inequality, elite capture and social exclusion. Taken together, Somalia’s
urbanisation reflects a distress-driven and structurally informal trajectory that is reshaping the country’s political
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economy, concentrating both opportunity and risk in cities that increasingly operate as de facto sites of governance in the
absence of a consolidated social contract.

According to the World Bank, managing urbanisation is therefore central to Somalia’s development and stability, yet the
country’s political and administrative realities render conventional urban policy approaches largely unworkable. While
cities have benefited from committed local leadership and adaptive governance practices, these actors operate with
limited tools and face persistent resistance and institutional constraints. Consequently, Somalia is not yet positioned to
implement standard, state-centric urban development models. Instead, a transitional approach is required, one that
works pragmatically within existing hybrid systems, avoids overburdening weak institutions and incrementally strengthens
coherence, complementarity, credibility and capacity across formal and informal governance arrangements, including
through regulated third-party service delivery models where appropriate.

Recent government strategies explicitly recognise the need to move beyond crisis management towards more durable
and development-oriented responses to displacement and urbanisation. The National Transformation Plan (NTP 2025-
2029) embeds urban-relevant priorities within its four pillars—including targeted infrastructure development, service
delivery expansion, economic diversification and climate resilience—with an emphasis on strengthening institutional
capacity, public sector efficiency and sustainable urban ecosystems as enablers of inclusive growth and stability in rapidly
expanding cities. Complementing this, the Solutions Pathways Action Plan (2024-29) provides a practical framework for
addressing displacement in urban and peri-urban areas, focusing on supporting local integration and improving access to
basic services, livelihoods, and land and housing for displaced populations and host communities. The plan seeks, where
feasible, to better align displacement responses with subnational planning processes and service delivery systems,
recognising existing capacity constraints and institutional fragmentation. Together, these strategies point to an effort to
move beyond short-term humanitarian responses towards more integrated, place-based approaches to displacement and
urban governance. However, delivery continues to be shaped by weak capacity, fragmented authority and ongoing
insecurity.

Chart 5: GDP (MER) and growth in the Current Path, 1990-2043
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Chart 5 presents GDP in market exchange rates (MER) and growth rate in the Current Path, from 1990 to 2043.

Somalia’s economic trajectory reflects prolonged disruption followed by gradual but fragile recovery. GDP growth
remained weak throughout the 1990s and early 2000s, shaped by state collapse, insecurity and the absence of formal
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economic institutions. From the late 2000s, activity began to recover as urban-based private-sector-led services expanded,
including trade, telecommunications, transport and construction. Growth remained modest and uneven, concentrated in
major urban centres and driven primarily by private adaptation rather than structural transformation.

Agriculture underpins the economy, contributing over 70% of GDP and employing over 80% of the labour force. Yet
productivity remains low and highly exposed to climatic shocks. Recurrent drought, insecurity and climate-related
disruptions constrain productivity and deter long-term investment. The economy operates within a de facto dollarised
system that facilitates transactions despite weak monetary institutions but limits policy flexibility and domestic financial
deepening.

Aid continues to play a central role in macroeconomics. External grants finance a substantial share of public expenditure,
development projects and service delivery due to very limited domestic revenue mobilisation. While this support has
helped stabilise public finances and sustain basic services, it also underscores the state’s fiscal vulnerability and
dependence on external partners.

Completing the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative in 2023 marked an important milestone, sharply reducing
external debt and restoring access to concessional finance. However, debt relief alone does not alter the underlying
growth model. Somalia’s expansion remains services-led and externally supported, with limited structural transformation.

In 2023, Somalia’'s GDP stood at US$8.6 billion, up from US$1.9 billion in 1990, reflecting an average growth rate of 4.9%
over this period. By 2043, the economy will reach US$20.8 billion in the Current Path, implying a faster average growth
rate of 7.4% between 2024 and 2043. However, Somalia’s economy remains vulnerable, externally supported and
insufficiently diversified to absorb demographic pressures or deliver sustained structural transformation.

Overall, Somalia’s economy has stabilised and resumed growth, but it has not yet transitioned onto a path of diversified,
productivity-driven development. The central question over the next two decades is whether macroeconomic stabilisation
and incremental urban expansion can translate into structural transformation, job creation and resilience, or whether
growth will remain narrow, shock-prone and externally anchored.

Chart 6: Size of the informal economy in the Current Path, 2022-2043
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Chart 6 presents the size of the informal economy as per cent of GDP and per cent of total labour (non-agriculture), from
2020 to 2043. The data in our modelling are largely estimates and therefore may differ from other sources.

Somalia’s economy is predominantly informal, with a large share of the labour force concentrated in subsistence
agriculture and pastoral livelihoods. This economic structure exposes households and output to significant vulnerability,
given the heavy dependence of these sectors on rainfall and open grazing systems. Structural constraints are
compounded by weak physical and digital infrastructure, including limited transport connectivity and communications
networks, which continue to impede business activity, market integration and productivity. Persistent gender inequality
further constrains economic potential, as social norms and unequal access to education and employment limit women'’s
participation in the labour market, reducing overall labour supply and human capital development.

Informality is not confined to low-productivity or rural activities but extends across most sectors of the economy. Very
high rates of informal employment also prevail in health and social services, finance and insurance, and information and
communication activities, where the vast majority of workers operate outside formal employment arrangements.

In 2023, the informal economy accounted for 36% of the country’s GDP, ranking 11th-highest on the continent. By 2043, it
will decline to 29%, roughly at par with the average for low-income countries in Africa (28%). The informal economy,
excluding the agriculture sector, employed 69% of total labour in 2023, with a projected decline to 49% by 2043.

While the informal economy provides an essential safety net for Somalia’s large and growing working-age population, it
also constrains productivity, limits policy effectiveness and slows structural transformation. High levels of informality
reduce access to better wages, social protection and redistributive mechanisms, while weakening the state’s ability to
regulate and support economic activity. Although recent reforms signal progress towards formalisation, including the
2019 Company Act, the 2023 Investors and Investments Protection Law and the rollout of the Somali Business Registration
System, their impact remains limited. Institutional fragility, governance weaknesses, overlapping federal and state
mandates, persistent insecurity and the continued reliance on informal and clan-mediated arrangements undermine
regulatory predictability and transparency. As a result, Somalia remains one of the most challenging environments for
formal business activity and sustained private investment, despite incremental reform efforts.

Chart 7: GDP per capita in Current Path, 1990-2043
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Chart 7 presents GDP per capita in the Current Path, from 1990 to 2043, compared with the average for the Africa income
group.

Somalia’s GDP per capita, measured in purchasing power parity (PPP), constant 2021 US dollars, reflects a long-term
pattern of disruption and slow recovery. In 2023, Somalia’s GDP per capita stood at US$1 466, the fourth-lowest on the
continent. By 2043, GDP per capita will reach US$2 644, which would improve Somalia’s relative position slightly to 46th
out of 54 African countries. Even with this increase, income levels would remain well below the projected average of its
low-income African peer group, estimated at US$5 117 in 2043, and the country is therefore likely to continue facing a
substantial income gap relative to comparable economies over the next two decades.

This reflects underlying structural constraints that limit the pace of income growth, including high population growth,
persistent informality, low productivity and the dominance of consumption-driven, services-led activity. While
urbanisation, remittances and incremental macroeconomic stabilisation support continued growth, these factors alone
are insufficient to trigger a decisive income take-off in the absence of industrialisation, productivity gains or large-scale
employment creation.

Chart 8: Extreme poverty in Current Path, 2022-2043
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Chart 8 presents the rate and number of extremely poor people in the Current Path from 2020 to 2043.

In 2024, the World Bank updated the poverty lines to 2021 constant dollar values as follows:

* The previous US$2.15 extreme poverty line is now set at US$3.00, also for use with low-income countries.

* US$3.65 for lower-middle-income countries, now US$4.20 in 2021 values.

* US$6.85 for upper-middle-income countries, now US$8.30 in 2021 values.

Poverty in Somalia remains widespread, persistent and structurally entrenched. Half of the population (54%) lives below

the national poverty line (US$2.06 per day), and there was no progress between 2017 and 2022. This stagnation reflects
weak per capita consumption growth and repeated exposure to shocks, particularly climatic shocks. While national
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poverty rates appear stable, this masks important underlying deterioration in rural and nomadic areas. Poverty is
unevenly distributed across geography and livelihood systems, with the highest rates among nomadic households (78%)
and lowest in urban areas (46%).

Using the international extreme poverty line of US$3.00 per day, Somalia had the seventh-highest poverty rate among its
peer group in 2023. At this poverty threshold, around 73% of Somalians (equivalent to 13.4 million people) were living in
poverty. On the Current Path, this rate will decline to 41% by 2043. However, the absolute number of people increases to
13.7 million due to population growth.

Monetary poverty only tells part of the story. In addition, the global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) measures acute
multidimensional poverty by measuring each person’s overlapping deprivations across 10 indicators in three equally
weighted dimensions: health, education and standard of living. The MPI complements the international poverty rate by
identifying who is multidimensionally poor and by showing the composition of multidimensional poverty. The headcount
or incidence of multidimensional poverty is often several percentage points higher than that of monetary poverty. This
implies that individuals living above the monetary poverty line may still suffer deprivations in health, education and/or
standard of living.

In 2024, Somalia released its first National Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) using 2022 household data, establishing
a baseline for assessing non-monetary deprivation. The findings reveal that multidimensional poverty is both widespread
and severe. Approximately two-thirds of the population experience overlapping deprivations, and those classified as poor
are, on average, deprived in more than half of the weighted indicators used to assess wellbeing. Poverty is significantly
higher outside urban areas. While 62% of urban residents are multidimensionally poor, the incidence rises to 74% in rural
areas and 82% among nomadic populations.

Regional disparities are equally stark. In some regions, such as Bakool and Hiraan, multidimensional poverty affects over
90% of the population, whereas in others, including Awdal and Lower Shabelle, it records substantially lower rates. The
pattern of deprivation points to structural deficits in living standards and education as the main drivers of
multidimensional poverty. Nationally, the most pervasive gaps concern cooking fuel availability and overcrowding,
alongside serious shortfalls in education. Among nomadic communities, education is the dominant contributor, driven
especially by low years of schooling and poor school attendance.

Poverty dynamics are also closely linked to fragility. Recurrent droughts and floods erode assets and destabilise pastoral
and agricultural livelihoods. Conflict disrupts trade, displaces communities and weakens institutional capacity. The labour
market remains dominated by informality, limiting income stability and productivity gains. Social protection systems are
expanding but remain insufficiently scaled to cushion repeated shocks. As a result, many households fluctuate between
vulnerability and crisis.

Somalia’s National Transformation Plan (NTP) 2025-2029 places poverty eradication at the centre of its development
agenda, embedding it within a broader commitment to resilience, equity and inclusion. The Plan moves beyond narrow
income-based approaches by strengthening social protection systems, expanding adaptive safety nets and improving
social care services to shield vulnerable households from shocks and chronic deprivation. It recognises that breaking
poverty cycles requires sustained investment in human capital, particularly through expanding access to education, skills
development and nutrition support.

The NTP also treats inclusion as a structural imperative. Women’s economic empowerment, youth employment and
entrepreneurship, and the institutional integration of persons with disabilities are positioned as core pillars of
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transformation. By aligning vocational training with labour market demand, promoting access to finance, addressing
gender-based barriers and reforming legal and governance frameworks, the Plan seeks to expand productive
participation across society.

Chart 9: National Transformation Plan of Somalia
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Chart 9 depicts the National Transformation Plan of Somalia.

Since the mid-2010s, Somalia has progressively re-established a national development planning framework after decades
of state collapse and fragmented governance. The National Development Plan 8 (2017-2019) marked the first substantive
post-conflict effort to articulate national priorities and achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

This was followed by the National Development Plan 9 (2020-2024). It functioned not only as a development strategy but
also as an interim poverty-reduction strategy and as a vehicle for macroeconomic reform. NDP 9 underpinned
improvements in public financial management and supported Somalia’s progress towards debt relief under the Heavily
Indebted Poor Countries Initiative. The Plan was structured around four pillars: politics, security and rule of law, inclusive
economic growth and social development, reflecting an understanding that economic recovery required parallel progress
in governance and stability. To strengthen oversight and accountability under the NDP 9, the Ministry of Planning,
Investment and Economic Development commissioned the National Integrated Monitoring and Evaluation Framework to
provide a unified approach for tracking, assessing and reporting on the implementation of NDP-9 programs, policies and
projects across government.

From 2025, Somalia transitions from the NDP cycle to the National Transformation Plan (NTP) (2025-2029), signalling an
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ambition to move beyond stabilisation towards more transformative development outcomes. The NTP reframes national
priorities around governance reform, economic transformation, human capital development and climate resilience. It
places stronger emphasis on the role of state institutions, at both federal and subnational levels, in coordinating service
delivery, investment and reform. The Plan reflects greater macroeconomic confidence following debt relief and improved
engagement with international partners. However, its implementation remains constrained by limited administrative
capacity, uneven authority across the federal system and persistent insecurity.

In parallel, the launch of Somalia’s Centennial Vision 2060 introduces a longer-term horizon. Announced following
President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud's re-election in 2022 and formally launched in 2025, the Vision outlines a 35-year
strategic trajectory to 2060, the centenary of independence. The Vision aims to steer Somalia towards sustained political
stability, stronger economic resilience and broader social inclusion. It is designed to anchor national priorities within a
shared long-term framework, reinforce core national values, encourage locally driven solutions, and ensure that reforms
and investments remain aligned with enduring national interests.

The credibility of this planning architecture depends on reliable data. Since the collapse of the central government in
1991, Somalia has operated without a coherent and functioning national statistical system. As state institutions
disintegrated, so too did the infrastructure for producing and managing official data. The governing statistics law dates
from 1970 and no longer reflects Somalia’s federal structure. In practice, data production became fragmented, donor-
driven and often undertaken in parallel by non-state actors, with weak coordination across ministries and federal entities.

This prolonged data vacuum constrained evidence-based policymaking. Administrative systems remained
underdeveloped, statistical units within ministries were weak or inconsistent and ad hoc surveys substituted for
institutionalised data systems. Capacity shortages, limited financing, fragile IT infrastructure and uneven methodological
standards further undermined the credibility and comparability of official statistics.

A decisive institutional shift occurred with the enactment of the 2020 Statistics Law, which established the Somalia
National Bureau of Statistics as an Independent Government Body and clarified its coordination mandate across the
federal system. This legal reset marked the beginning of rebuilding statistical authority as part of broader state
reconstruction. The Second National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (2024-2029) consolidates this effort. It
focuses on operationalising the new law through regulations and codes of practice, modernising administrative data
systems to reduce over-reliance on costly surveys, institutionalising data quality standards and investing in ICT and
geospatial infrastructure. It also recognises the political realities of a federal system and seeks to strengthen coordination,
harmonisation and trust across institutions. The significance of these reforms extends beyond technical data
improvements. Credible statistics are essential for development planning, fiscal management, service delivery and
accountability. Without reliable data, national plans cannot be monitored, performance cannot be measured and public
trust cannot be built.
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