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Mali: Introduction

Chart 1: Political map of Mali

Chart 1 is a political map of Mali.

Mali is a low-income country in north-west Africa. The country has been a member of the Economic Community of West 
African States ( ) since 1975, but its military leadership following the 2020 coup decided in January 2024 to ECOWAS
withdraw from the organisation, together with Burkina Faso and Niger, with whom it formed the Confederation of Sahel 
States in August 2024. The country however remains a member of the West African Economic and Monetary Union 
(WAEMU, or UEMOA in French). Mali is also a member of the Community of Sahel–Saharan States ( ), which has CEN-SAD
had minimal activity following the turmoil in Libya, where its secretariat was initially based, although it has now been 
relocated to Chad.

The desert nation of Mali is characterised by its Sahelian climate—a transitional zone between the arid Sahara desert in 
the north of Africa and savannas to the south. The country is divided into three natural zones: the cultivated Sudanese 
zone in the south, the semi-arid Sahelian zone in the centre, and the arid Saharan zone in the north. The desert covers 
30% of the country, and 59% of the country is classified as having annual rainfall of less than 400 mm. As a result, the 
country is  by drought, desertification and the overexploitation of natural resources that are under the characterised
pressure of a rapidly growing population.

https://futures.issafrica.org/geographic/regions/ecowas/
https://futures.issafrica.org/geographic/recs/cen-sad/
https://dicf.unepgrid.ch/mali
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The Sahel region has historically been highly porous. Ancient trans-Saharan trade routes facilitated cross-border trade 
and a transhumance lifestyle for hundreds of years, predating the French colonial period. This way of life is now under 
dire threat. Climate change is having a devastating impact on the Sahel countries. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

 (IPCC) notes that the Sahel has ‘experienced the most substantial and sustained decline in rainfall recorded Change
anywhere in the world within the period of instrumental measurements during the 1980s.’ Environmental degradation 
and violent conflict have millions of people and will continue to worsen the environmental crisis in the area. displaced 
Furthermore, the Sahel countries will experience some of the most severe climate change impacts globally as early as 
2030. These  range from increasingly variable rainfall, rising temperatures and more frequent droughts to impacts
prolonged heatwaves.

Mali gained independence in 1960, with President Modibo Keïta as the first president of a socialist one-party state. 
However, the 1968 military coup led by Lieutenant Moussa Traoré truncated Keïta’s presidency. A new constitution in 
1979 paved the way for a fresh election, which was won by President Moussa Traoré and ushered the country into its 
second republic. A  in March 1991 ousted the Traoré administration and replaced it with a transitional military coup
committee led by Amadou Toumani Touré who organised the country’s first democratic elections in 1992. These elections 
saw the victory of Alpha Oumar Konaré, who was re-elected for a second term in 1997. Touré, the author of the 1991 
putsch, would return to power, winning presidential elections in 2002 and re-election in 2007.

In January 2012, the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) started the fifth rebellion in the country’s 
history, taking control of two-thirds of the country's territory. Since its independence, the country has been struggling 
against irredentist movements from the Tuareg communities in the north, who periodically re-emerge (1963, 1986, 1990, 
2006, 2012) and call for autonomy.

The fifth rebellion prompted military officers in Bamako to overthrow President Touré’s government in March 2012, citing 
his inability to deal with the Tuareg rebellion.

Under pressure from ECOWAS, the coup leaders ceded  the following month to an interim civilian government led  power
by then President of the National Assembly Dioncounda Traoré as leader.

However, the crisis in the north provided an opportunist context for the occupation of these regions by violent extremist 
groups (Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb Movement for Oneness and Jihad in West Africa, Ansar Dine), who ousted the 
MNLA rebels in June 2012. Despite the intervention of French operation Serval/Barkhane, ECOWAS and the deployment of 
the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) from 2013 onwards to tackle the 
jihadist threat, terrorist attacks expanded from 2015 onwards to central Mali, then towards Burkina, Niger and the coastal 
countries of West Africa.

The signing of a preliminary agreement between the government and MNLA rebels in June 2013 paved the way for the 
organisation of general elections in September 2013, with the support of MINUSMA.  Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta won the 
election and Keïta was re-elected in June 2018. However, rising violence and insecurity in northern and central Mali and 
poorly organised 2020 parliamentary election results triggered nationwide protests, ultimately leading to  as Keïta's ouster
military officers removed him from power in August 2020. 

A transitional government has since ruled over Mali, with Colonel Assimi Goïta declared Head of State by the 
Constitutional Court in May 2021. Also, the replaced the National Assembly until the country National Transition Council 
returned to constitutional rule. The military regime drastically overhauled Mali’s external relations, ending its longstanding 
bilateral cooperation with France in 2022 and moving closer to Russia. The French military, which had been supporting 
Mali’s counterterrorism efforts since 2013 through operations Serval and Barkhane, was requested to depart and, in 2023, 
Mali also requested the withdrawal of the MINUSMA.

https://www.ipcc.ch/working-group/wg2/
https://www.ipcc.ch/working-group/wg2/
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/nigeria/lake-chad-basin-crisis-overview-7-july-2017
https://cdkn.org/sites/default/files/files/AR5_IPCC_Whats_in_it_for_Africa.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13881978
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13881978
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13881978
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/mali/overview#1
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Meanwhile, various efforts and consultations have occurred between the government, political parties and civil society 
organisations to return to constitutional rule. A new , approved through a referendum in June 2023, paved the  constitution
way for the announcement of general elections to restore constitutional rule. Under a  agreed upon with timetable
ECOWAS, national legislative elections were tentatively scheduled for October and November 2023, while presidential 
elections were scheduled for February 2024. However, the elections were indefinitely  by the military suspended
government junta in September 2023, citing technical difficulties. After it was sanctioned by ECOWAS in response to the 
coup, Mali announced its withdrawal from ECOWAS and formally exited the Community on 29 January 2025.  Together 
with Burkina Faso and Niger, it formed the Confederation of Sahel States (CSS) in August 2024. Although the CSS is still 
part of WAEMU and uses the West African Franc (CFA), it has announced its intention to create a common currency to end 
the use of the CFA. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/23/mali-approves-constitutional-amendments-in-a-referendum
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/23/mali-approves-constitutional-amendments-in-a-referendum
https://www.aljazeera.com/where/mali/
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All visualizations, data, and text produced by African Futures are completely open access under the . You have the Creative Commons BY license
permission to use, distribute, and reproduce these in any medium, provided the source and authors are credited.

The data produced by third parties and made available by African Futures is subject to the license terms from the original third-party authors. 
We will always indicate the original source of the data in our documentation, so you should always check the license of any such third-party data 
before use and redistribution.

All of our charts  in any site.can be embedded

Cite this research

Enoch Randy Aikins (2026) Mali Development Futures. Published online at futures.issafrica.org. Retrieved from https://futures.issafrica.org
 [Online Resource] Updated 31 May 2026./geographic/countries/mali/

https://www.undp.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://help.tableau.com/current/pro/desktop/en-us/embed.htm
https://futures.issafrica.org/geographic/countries/mali/
https://futures.issafrica.org/geographic/countries/mali/


 

The opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the ISS, its trustees, members of the Advisory Council or donors. Authors contribute to ISS publications 
in their personal capacity.

About the authors

Mr Enoch Randy Aikins joined the AFI in May 2021 as a Researcher. Before that, Enoch was a research and programmes officer at the Institute for Democratic 
Governance in Accra in charge of local governance reforms, poverty and inequality and public sector reforms. He also worked as a research assistant (economic 
division) with the Institute for Statistical Social and Economic Research at the University of Ghana. Enoch’s interests include African politics and governance, 
economic development, public sector reform, poverty and inequality. Enoch is a Young African Fellow at the School of Transnational Governance, European 
University Institute in Florence and has an MPhil in economics from the University of Ghana, Legon.

About African Futures & Innovation

Scenarios and forecasting can help Africa identify and respond to opportunities and threats. The work of the African Futures & Innovation (AFI) program at the 
Institute for Security Studies aims to understand and address a widening gap between indices of wellbeing in Africa and elsewhere in the world. The AFI helps 
stakeholders understand likely future developments. Research findings and their policy implications are widely disseminated, often in collaboration with in-country 
partners. Forecasting tools inspire debate and provide insights into possible trajectories that inform planning, prioritisation and effective resource allocation. Africa’
s future depends on today’s choices and actions by governments and their non-governmental and international partners. The AFI provides empirical data that 
informs short- and medium-term decisions with long-term implications. The AFI enhances Africa’s capacity to prepare for and respond to future challenges. The 
program is headed by Dr Jakkie Cilliers.


	Mali
	Mali: Introduction
	Enoch Randy Aikins


	Mali: Introduction
	Chart 1: Political map of Mali

	Donors and sponsors
	Reuse our work

	Cite this research
	About the authors
	About African Futures & Innovation

