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Ghana: Current Path

Chart 2 presents the Current Path of the population structure, from 2019 to 2043.

A country's population characteristics play a crucial role in shaping its long-term social, economic and political 
foundations. Therefore, analysing a nation's demographic profile provides valuable insight into its development potential.

As of 2025, Ghana was the second-most populous country in West Africa, after Nigeria, and the 14th-most populous in 
Africa. The country’s population increased significantly from approximately 15.4 million in 1990 to an estimated 35 million 
in 2025, reflecting sustained demographic growth driven largely by relatively high fertility rates and improvements in life 
expectancy and healthcare outcomes. In 2025, Ghana’s total fertility rate was estimated at 3.3 births per woman, which 
remained significantly above the population replacement level of 2.1 births per woman. At the same time, life expectancy 
increased to 66 years, compared to about 56.2 years in the early 1990s.

Although Ghana continues to experience relatively strong demographic growth, the annual population growth rate 
declined from approximately 2.5% in the early 1990s to around 1.9% in the early 2020s. This gradual slowdown has been 
partly driven by increased access to and use of modern contraceptives, rising levels of education, urbanisation, and 
changing household economic preferences.
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Under the Current Path scenario, Ghana’s population is projected to increase to approximately 46.5 million by 2043, with 
an average annual growth rate of 1.6% between 2026 and 2043. Although population growth is expected to moderate 
over time, demographic expansion will continue to shape the country’s long-term development trajectory. The total 
fertility rate is projected to decline to 2.5 births per woman, while life expectancy is expected to rise to 71.5 years by 2043.

Rapid population growth presents both opportunities and challenges for Ghana. While a growing population can expand 
the labour force and domestic market, insufficient economic growth and limited job creation can place considerable 
pressure on public resources and social services. Ghana’s population growth rate has often outpaced the expansion of 
economic opportunities, contributing to rising youth unemployment, strains on healthcare and education systems, 
housing shortages, and increased demand for infrastructure and basic services. Consequently, these pressures can 
adversely affect living standards, human development outcomes, and the country’s broader socio-economic 
transformation agenda.

Ghana’s evolving population structure carries significant implications for the country’s long-term economic and social 
development. In 2025, approximately 35.4% of the population was under 15 years old, 60.7% was 15–64 years (working 
age), and 3.9% was aged 65 years and above. This represents a notable demographic shift from the structure observed in 
1990, when 45.3% of the population was under 15, 52.1% was of working age, and only 2.6% was aged 65 years and older.

The gradual expansion of the working-age population relative to dependants reflects Ghana’s demographic transition 
from a predominantly youthful population towards a more mature demographic profile, creating a window for potential. 
When the ratio of the working-age population to dependants (children under 15 and the elderly aged 65+) reaches a ratio 
of 1.7 to 1 or higher, countries often experience accelerated economic growth known as the . This demographic dividend
occurs because a larger labour force can enhance production, increase household savings, expand the tax base, and 
reduce the economic burden of supporting dependants, particularly when the workforce is adequately educated, skilled, 
and productively employed.

Evidence from the East Asian economic miracle illustrates this potential, with studies attributing roughly  of the one-third
region’s economic growth to its large working-age population and relatively low dependency burden. However, a growing 
working-age population does not automatically translate into economic growth. The benefits of the demographic dividend 
depend on whether the labour force acquires relevant skills and whether the economy can generate sufficient productive 
employment opportunities.

Despite these prospects, Ghana continues to face significant structural and institutional challenges. In the 2025 Human 
Development Index ( ) report, Ghana is classified as a medium human development country, with an HDI score of HDI
around 0.63 and a global ranking of 143rd out of 191 countries, performing better than many of its income-group peers. 
Nonetheless, these indicators also highlight the need for sustained investments in human capital, job creation, and 
institutional development to achieve inclusive and sustainable growth.

In 2025, the country’s working-age-to-dependant ratio was estimated at 1.54:1, meaning there were 1.54 working-age 
individuals for every dependant. Under the Current Path scenario, Ghana is projected to enter the window of opportunity 
for its first demographic dividend by 2034, with the ratio expected to increase further to 1.81:1 by 2043.

Ghana’s median age was estimated at 21.3 years in 2025, an increase from 16.1 years in 1990. Under the Current Path, the 
median age is projected to reach 25.8 years by 2043. Despite this increase, Ghana remains a relatively youthful society. 
The country’s youth bulge, defined as the proportion of the population aged 15 to 29 relative to the total adult population, 
stood at approximately 42.1% in 2025, down from 51.4% in 1990. A large youth population can represent both a 
significant opportunity and a potential source of socio-economic pressure. On the one hand, a youthful population can 
contribute to innovation, entrepreneurship, political participation, and long-term labour force expansion, thereby 

https://futures.issafrica.org/thematic/03-demographic-dividend/
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/802811468187135148
https://www.undp.org/angola/publications/human-development-report-2025
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supporting economic transformation and democratic renewal. On the other hand, where economic growth fails to 
generate sufficient employment opportunities, a large youth bulge may increase the risk of social discontent, political 
instability, crime, and violent conflict.

In Ghana’s case, persistent concerns over youth unemployment and underemployment remain a major policy challenge. 
The labour market's inability to absorb the growing number of young people entering the workforce each year raises 
important concerns about economic inclusion, productivity, and social cohesion. Without sustained investment in job 
creation, skills development, industrialisation, and private sector growth, the country risks underutilising a significant 
share of its human capital potential.

According to the 2023 Ghana , youth unemployment remains a major socio-economic Human Development Report
challenge, with approximately 65% of Ghanaians aged 15-24 reported to be unemployed. Similarly, the  World Bank
estimates indicate that more than half of Ghana’s youth population is unemployed.

With such high levels of unemployment, it is not surprising that the country has witnessed several protests in recent 
years. One notable example was the  a youth-led protest movement that emerged to demand Fix-the-Country-Movement
improved economic governance, job creation, better public services, and government intervention to address rising 
unemployment and the escalating cost of living in Ghana.

Chart 3: Population distribution map, 2023

Chart 3 presents a population distribution map for 2023.

https://www.undp.org/ghana/publications/2023-ghana-national-human-development-report#:~:text=The%202023%20Ghana%20Human%20Development,24%2Dyear%2Dolds).
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/09/29/addressing-youth-unemployment-in-ghana-needs-urgent-action#:~:text=Ghana%20is%20faced%20with%2012,if%20job%20opportunities%20remain%20limited.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-08-04/ghanaians-demonstrate-against-high-unemployment-poor-services?embedded-checkout=true
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Ghana has a total land area of approximately 238 533 km² and remains one of the most densely populated countries in 
both West Africa and the continent more broadly. In 2025, it ranked fourth among West African countries by population 
density and 12th in Africa. The country’s population density was estimated at 1.5 persons per hectare, nearly three times 
the continental estimated average of 0.5 persons per hectare, reflecting increasing demographic pressure on land, 
infrastructure, and public services.

Population distribution in Ghana is closely associated with patterns of economic activity and spatial development. The 
bulk of the population is concentrated in the southern growth corridor, particularly within the Accra–Kumasi–Takoradi 
triangle south of the Kwahu Plateau. This area constitutes the country’s principal economic zone, hosting major 
commercial centres, industrial activities, mining operations, cocoa-producing regions, and timber resources. Its relatively 
advanced transport infrastructure, including road and rail networks linking inland production centres to coastal ports, has 
strengthened regional integration, labour mobility, trade, and private investment flows.

Although the Northern Region remains the largest in terms of land area, the Greater Accra Region is the most populous 
and economically dynamic region, followed by the Ashanti Region, whose capital, Kumasi serves as a major commercial 
hub. The concentration of population in southern Ghana also reflects historical migration dynamics, including cross-
border refugee inflows during periods of instability in neighbouring countries such as Liberia and Togo.

Looking ahead, Ghana’s population density is projected to rise to approximately 2 persons per hectare by 2043, 
significantly above the projected averages of 1.4 and 0.8 persons per hectare for West Africa and Africa. This trend is likely 
to intensify demand for employment, housing, urban infrastructure, land, and social services, underscoring the 
importance of spatial planning, productivity-enhancing investments, and balanced regional development policies.
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Chart 4 presents the urban and rural population in the Current Path, from 1990 to 2043.

The rapid growth of Ghana’s urban population has been one of the most significant features of the country’s demographic 
and economic transformation. Over the past three decades, Ghana has urbanised rapidly, reaching parity between its 
urban and rural populations as early as 2009. In 1990, approximately 36.4% of Ghana’s population lived in urban areas, 
already exceeding both the African average of 31.5% and the average of 34.3% for African lower-middle-income countries 
(LMICs). By 2025, the proportion of Ghanaians residing in urban centres had increased to 60.6%, placing the country 
among the most urbanised nations on the continent. Ghana ranked 16th in Africa, 8th among African LMICs, and 3rd in 
West Africa after Cabo Verde and Gambia. Over this period, the country urbanised at an average annual rate of about 
3.9%, slightly higher than the average urbanisation rate of approximately 3.6% for Africa LMIC and 3.7% for Africa.

Ghana’s  process has been closely linked to structural transformation, industrialisation, and the spatial urbanisation
concentration of economic activity. In the post-independence period, state-led development strategies promoting 
industrialisation, economic diversification, and modernisation contributed to the emergence of major urban-industrial 
hubs such as Accra, Kumasi, and Sekondi-Takoradi, which collectively accounted for the overwhelming majority of 
industrial activity in the country. The expansion of cocoa production zones, investments in transport infrastructure, and 
decentralisation policies further stimulated the growth of secondary towns and regional urban centres.

More recently,  has been driven by three interrelated factors: natural population growth, the reclassification urbanisation
of settlements as urban centres once they exceed 5 000 inhabitants, and, most importantly, sustained rural–urban 
migration.  flows are dominated by young people seeking employment, higher incomes, education, Rural-urban migration

https://journals.co.za/doi/pdf/10.51415/ajims.v2i1.843
https://journals.co.za/doi/pdf/10.51415/ajims.v2i1.843
https://academic.oup.com/book/32359/chapter/268625230
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and improved access to social services in major metropolitan areas, particularly Accra and Kumasi. This pattern reflects 
the concentration of formal economic opportunities and public investment in urban regions, especially the Greater Accra 
Region, which, despite being the smallest region by land area, has become the country’s most populous and economically 
significant region.

While urbanisation has contributed to economic dynamism, market expansion, and labour agglomeration effects, the 
pace of urban growth has outstripped the capacity of urban infrastructure and public institutions. In Accra and other 
rapidly growing cities, this has  in rising housing deficits, the proliferation of informal settlements and slums, resulted
traffic congestion, pressure on transport and sanitation systems, environmental degradation, and persistent youth 
unemployment and underemployment. These challenges underscore the need for integrated urban planning, investment 
in productive infrastructure, affordable housing, and policies that promote inclusive urban growth and balanced regional 
development.

Chart 5 presents GDP in 2021 market exchange rates (MER) dollars and growth rate in the Current Path, from 1990 to 
2043.

Ghana’s economy is heavily commodity-dependent, with gold, cocoa, and crude oil serving as the country’s principal 
export earners. Ghana is one of the world’s leading producers of cocoa and gold. This commodity dependence has often 
contributed to fiscal instability and balance-of-payments pressures during periods of declining export prices.

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2015/05/14/rising-through-cities-in-ghana-the-time-for-action-is-now-to-fully-benefit-from-the-gains-of-urbanization#:~:text=In%20the%20last%20few%20years,cope%20with%20the%20rapid%20transition
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The country’s economy, measured in market exchange rate (2021 MER) terms, expanded significantly from approximately 
US$15.9 billion  in 1990 to about US$95.2 billion in 2025, recording an average annual growth rate of roughly 5.2%. This 
growth rate was considerably higher than the average of 3.9% recorded by Africa’s LMICs over the same period. The 
country’s relatively strong economic performance reflects several interrelated factors, including sustained political stability 
under the Fourth Republic since 1992, which has created a more predictable environment for investment, trade, and 
economic planning compared to earlier periods of political instability.

Economic growth was also supported by a series of market-oriented and internationally supported reform programmes 
aimed at stabilising the macroeconomy, improving public sector management, liberalising markets, and promoting private 
sector development. These reforms included the Structural Adjustment Programmes ( ) and Economic Recovery SAPs
Programmes implemented in the 1980s and 1990s, as well as debt relief initiatives such as the Highly Indebted Poor 
Countries ( ) programme. In addition, Ghana benefited from development frameworks and international partnerships HIPC
linked to the Millennium Development Goals ( ), the Sustainable Development Goals ( ), and the African Union’s MDGs SDGs
Agenda 2063, all of which contributed to investments in infrastructure, human capital development, poverty reduction, 
and institutional reforms aimed at supporting long-term economic transformation.

In addition to internationally supported reforms, Ghana has implemented several medium-term national development 
frameworks aimed at promoting macroeconomic stability, inclusive growth, poverty reduction, and structural 
transformation. These include the Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy (  I & II, 2003–2009), the Ghana Shared Growth GPRS
and Development Agenda (  I & II, 2010–2017), and the : Creating Prosperity and Equal Opportunity GSGDA Agenda for Jobs
for All (2018–2025). Collectively, these policy frameworks prioritised infrastructure development, human capital 
investment, private sector expansion, employment creation, and improved economic governance.

Another major factor that strengthened Ghana’s economic performance was the discovery and subsequent commercial 
production of crude oil. Oil production, which commenced in 2011, significantly boosted export revenues, foreign direct 
investment (FDI), and government income. In that year, Ghana recorded an exceptional GDP growth rate of approximately 
14.1%, one of the highest in the world at the time, largely driven by the expansion of the petroleum sector.

However, this exceptional growth was not sustained, with the growth rate declining sharply in subsequent years. From 
2015 to 2025, Ghana’s economic growth followed a more uneven trajectory, marked by periods of recovery and 
slowdown, including a significant downturn during the COVID-19 pandemic and further pressures during the post-
pandemic period of high inflation and macroeconomic instability.

The combined impact of economic reforms, development planning, and resource-based growth contributed to sustained 
economic expansion over the past two decades. It supported Ghana’s transition to lower-middle-income country status in 
2010. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Ghana was widely regarded as one of Africa’s strongest-performing economies and, 
in 2019, the International Monetary Fund ( ) projected it to be the fastest-growing economy in the world.IMF

Despite these periods of strong economic growth, Ghana’s underlying economic structure remains relatively weak and 
insufficiently transformed. The economy continues to rely heavily on the production and export of primary commodities, 
particularly gold and cocoa, while depending extensively on imported manufactured and processed goods. This pattern 
reflects the country’s  industrial diversification and  value addition within domestic production systems. With limited weak
the exception of the state-led industrialisation efforts of the 1960s, successive development strategies have achieved only 
modest progress in restructuring the economy towards higher-productivity manufacturing and industrial activities. As a 
result, Ghana remains vulnerable to both domestic and external economic shocks.

Sustaining Ghana’s long-term sustainable economic growth will require deeper structural transformation, particularly a 
shift in economic activity and employment from low-productivity sectors towards higher-productivity and higher-value-

https://www.tabledebates.org/glossary/structural-adjustment-programs-saps
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/debt/brief/hipc
https://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://ideas.repec.org/p/imf/imfscr/2012-204.html
https://ndpc.gov.gh/media/Ghana_Shared_Growth_and_Development_Agenda_GSGDA_II_2014-2017.pdf
https://ndpc.gov.gh/media/National_Development_Policy_Framework_volume.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2019/05/ghana-is-set-to-be-the-worlds-fastest-growing-economy-this-year-according-to-the-imf/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/10/new-report-economic-diversification-can-create-more-and-better-jobs-in-ghana
https://www.afdb.org/sites/default/files/documents/projects-and-operations/ghana_country_strategy_2023_en.pdf
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added activities. Expanding manufacturing, agro-processing, modern services, and other productive industries would help 
diversify the economy, reduce its dependence on primary commodities, raise productivity, and generate more productive 
and decent employment opportunities for Ghana’s growing workforce. On the Current Path, Ghana’s economy is 
projected to expand significantly, with GDP increasing threefold from its 2025 level to approximately US$298.5 billion by 
2043. This projected expansion reflects forecast sustained improvements in economic activity, investment, and 
productivity, underpinned by an average annual GDP growth rate of about 6.6% between 2026 and 2043.

Chart 6 presents the size of the informal economy as per cent of GDP and per cent of total labour (non-agriculture), 
from 2020 to 2043. The data in our modelling are largely estimates and therefore may differ from other sources.

Another key feature of Ghana’s economy is the dominance of the informal sector. Ghana’s economy is characterised by a 
large informal sector, which plays a critical role in employment generation, income creation, and household livelihoods. A 
large proportion of the labour force is employed in informal activities such as petty trading, small-scale agriculture, 
transport services, and artisanal enterprises. While the informal economy provides livelihoods for millions and supports 
household incomes, especially unskilled labourers, it is generally characterised by low productivity, limited access to 
credit, weak social protection, and low tax compliance. This constrains domestic revenue mobilisation and limits the pace 
of industrial and technological transformation.

Ghana’s informal sector accounts for approximately  of all commercial activity. In 2025, the sector was estimated to 62%
contribute about 28.9% of GDP, broadly comparable to the estimated average of 30.1% for Africa’s LMICs. 

https://digitalmallblobstorage.blob.core.windows.net/wp-content/2023/07/Informal-Sector-Contributions-into-Socio-Economic-Development-of-Ghana.pdf
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In 2025, approximately 47.7% of Ghana’s share of total labour force (non-agriculture) was employed in the informal sector, 
slightly below the estimated average of 55.9% for Africa’s LMICs. In Ghana, the sector is often  by illiterate or characterised
semi-literate people and persons with no formal training. Their skills are usually acquired through apprenticeships and 
from family. Among these people, the majority are women, followed by men and children. Most employees in the informal 
sector are paid below the national minimum wage and receive no social security benefits. This is mainly due to excess 
labour supply and a lack of skills that may attract higher wages.

To promote the formalisation of the informal sector, the government has implemented a  to reduce range of policies
barriers to business registration, improve the business environment, and expand access to financial services. A central 
component of these reforms has been the digitalisation of the economy through initiatives such as the digital property 
addressing system, the paperless port system, mobile payment interoperability platforms, and the rollout of national 
identification cards. These measures are intended to improve administrative efficiency, reduce transaction costs, 
strengthen regulatory oversight, and facilitate the integration of informal enterprises into the formal economy.

The government has also expanded access to financial services through the rapid growth of mobile money platforms and 
enhanced mobile money interoperability, which have significantly improved financial inclusion among informal sector 
workers and small enterprises. Increased access to digital financial services has supported savings mobilisation, business 
transactions, and access to credit, particularly for previously unbanked populations.

In addition, efforts to streamline administrative procedures and reduce bureaucratic  associated with business constraints
registration have been introduced to encourage informal enterprises to formalise their operations. By lowering 
compliance costs and improving the ease of doing business, these reforms aim to broaden the tax base, enhance 
productivity, improve labour conditions, and strengthen domestic revenue mobilisation over the long term.

On the Current Path, the size of Ghana’s informal economy is projected to decline gradually to approximately 25.3% of 
GDP by 2043, falling below the forecast average of 27.8% for Africa’s LMICs. The share of the labour force employed in the 
informal sector is expected to decline to about 44.5% over the same period.

This projected contraction of the informal sector suggests gradual structural transformation within the economy, driven 
by improvements in business formalisation, financial inclusion, digitalisation, and the expansion of formal sector 
employment opportunities. A smaller informal share of economy is likely to strengthen domestic revenue mobilisation by 
broadening the tax base, improving regulatory compliance, and increasing the proportion of economic activity captured 
within formal administrative systems. Over time, this could enhance the government’s fiscal capacity to finance 
infrastructure, social services, and long-term development priorities.

https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/ghana/10496.pdf
https://oxfordbusinessgroup.com/reports/ghana/2017-report/economy/formal-warning-the-government-is-working-to-formalise-the-shadow-economy
https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/ghana/11297.pdf
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Chart 7 presents GDP per capita in the Current Path, from 1990 to 2043, compared with the average for the Africa 
income group.

According to the World Bank’s income , Ghana attained LMIC status in 2010 following a GDP rebasing by the classification
Ghana . The rebasing updated the base year for national accounts calculations from 1993 to 2006, Statistical Service
leading to a substantial upward revision in the estimated size of the economy. Consequently, Ghana’s Gross National 
Income (GNI) per capita exceeded the World Bank's threshold for low-income economies, leading to its official 
reclassification as a lower-middle-income country. The rebasing exercise also highlighted significant structural changes 
within the economy by capturing the growing contribution of previously underrepresented sectors, particularly services, 
telecommunications, construction, and financial services.

In 2025, Ghana recorded a GDP per capita of 6 949 (2021 PPP), up significantly from US$2 786 in 1990.  This substantial 
increase reflects sustained economic growth and the upward revision associated with GDP rebasing, reinforcing Ghana’s 
position among the eight leading LMICs in Africa in terms of per capita income.

On the Current Path, Ghana’s GDP per capita is projected to increase to US$12 084 by 2043, reflecting continued 
economic expansion and rising average incomes. At this level, the country’s GDP per capita would exceed the projected 
regional average of US$10 480 for LMICs in Africa.

https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowledgebase/articles/906519-world-bank-country-and-lending-groups
https://statsghana.gov.gh/
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Chart 8 presents the rate and number of poor people in the Current Path from 2020 to 2043.

In 2025, the World Bank updated the poverty lines to 2021 constant dollar values as follows:

The previous US$2.15 extreme poverty line is now set at US$3, also for use with low-income countries.

US$3.65 for lower-middle-income countries, now US$4.20 in 2021 values.

US$6.85 for upper-middle-income countries, now US$8.30 in 2021 values.

US$22.70 for high-income countries. The Bank has not yet announced the new poverty line in 2017 US$ prices for high-
income countries.

As a LMIC, the international poverty line of US$4.20 per person per day (2021 PPP) applies to Ghana. Based on this 
threshold, an estimated 48.6% of the population—approximately 17 million people—lived in poverty in 2025, slightly 
above the estimated average of 45.7% for LMIC in Africa. Under the Current Path scenario, the poverty rate is projected to 
decline significantly to 23.7% by 2043, reflecting anticipated improvements in economic growth, household incomes, and 
social welfare outcomes.
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Using the extreme poverty threshold of US$3 per person per day (2021 PPP), 32.3% of Ghanaians were classified as 
extremely poor in 2025, marking a substantial decline from 79.1% in 1990. Under the Current Path scenario, the extreme 
poverty rate is forecast to decline significantly to 12.6% by 2043.

These reductions underscore the impact of sustained poverty alleviation and social protection interventions implemented 
over the past three decades. Key among these was the Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy ), which expanded access (GPRS
to free compulsory basic education, introduced the National Health Insurance Scheme, and provided free maternal 
healthcare services. In addition, the Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty ( ) programme, launched in 2008, has LEAP
played a critical role in supporting extremely poor and vulnerable households through targeted cash transfers, thereby 
improving household resilience and reducing extreme deprivation.

In addition to government-led interventions, private organisations and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) have also 
played an important role in poverty reduction and inclusive development in Ghana. One notable example is Opportunity 

, which promotes poverty alleviation through expanded access to agricultural finance and education funding. International
Through the provision of agricultural loans, particularly in the cocoa sector, the organisation supports smallholder 
farmers in increasing productivity and improving household incomes. These initiatives are especially significant for 
women, who constitute a key component of agricultural livelihoods in many rural communities.

Complementary training in modern farming techniques and income diversification has further strengthened the resilience 
of farming households, while mobile banking services have improved financial inclusion by extending access to credit and 
savings facilities in underserved rural areas. In the education sector, the  has enhanced access to Edu-Finance initiative
affordable private schooling by enabling low-income families to finance school fees and supporting improvements in 
educational quality. These interventions have contributed to higher school enrolment rates, improved learning outcomes, 
and stronger human capital development. Collectively, such initiatives support income generation, expand economic 
opportunities, and help break the intergenerational cycle of poverty in Ghana.

Monetary poverty, however, captures only part of the picture. The global Multidimensional Poverty Index ( ) provides a MPI
broader assessment by measuring overlapping deprivations across ten indicators within three equally weighted 
dimensions: health, education and living standards. The MPI complements the international extreme poverty line of US$3 
per day by identifying who is multidimensionally poor and highlighting the different forms of deprivation they experience. 
According to the  report, 24.8% of Ghana’s population was multidimensionally 2025 Global Multidimensional Poverty Index
poor in 2022, with a further 20% considered vulnerable to falling into multidimensional poverty.

Inequality remains a persistent structural challenge in Ghana, with income and wealth disparities remaining pronounced 
despite sustained economic growth. This places the country among the more unequal economies in sub-Saharan Africa, 
reflecting the uneven distribution of the gains from economic growth.  According to the 2024 Global Inequality data 
published by the , the top 10% of the Ghanian population holds around 62% of the country’s wealth. World Inequality Lab
In contrast, the bottom 50% of the population captures only about 2% of Ghana’s national income.

Chart 9: National Development Plan of Ghana

https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/pdfs/ghana_national_rpt.pdf
https://www.mogcsp.gov.gh/projects/livelyhood-empowerment-against-poverty-leap/
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/opportunity-international-education-finance-unlocking-quality-education-generation
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/opportunity-international-education-finance-unlocking-quality-education-generation
https://opportunityinternational.ca/what-we-do/where-we-work/ghana/
https://hdr.undp.org/content/2025-global-multidimensional-poverty-index-mpi#/indicies/MPI
https://hdr.undp.org/content/2025-global-multidimensional-poverty-index-mpi#/indicies/MPI
https://wid.world/data/
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Chart 9 depicts the National Development Plan.

Ghana has formulated several long-term national development frameworks, typically operationalised through successive 
four-year medium-term development plans. One of the earliest of these was the Vision 2020 strategy, which served as the 
country’s overarching framework for socio-economic transformation and development. The strategy was implemented 
through a series of medium-term plans to promote economic growth, structural transformation, and improved living 
standards.

However, following the completion of the First Medium-Term National Development Plan, Ghana shifted away from the 
Vision 2020 framework after attaining Highly Indebted Poor Country (HIPC) status. This transition redirected policy 
priorities toward poverty reduction and macroeconomic stabilisation. Consequently, the government adopted the Ghana 
Poverty Reduction Strategy (GPRS I) for 2003–2005 and the Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy (GPRS II) for 2006–
2009 as the country’s principal medium-term development frameworks. Since then, Ghana has developed and 
implemented four successive medium-term national development plans:

The Ghana Shared Growth and Development Agenda (GSGDA I, 2010-2013)

The Ghana Shared Growth and Development Agenda (GSGDA II, 2014-2017)

Agenda for Jobs: Creating Prosperity and Equal Opportunity For All, 2018-2021

Agenda for Jobs: Creating Prosperity and Equal Opportunity For All II, 2012-2025
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Ghana’s current long-term development framework, Vision 2057, outlines the country’s strategic aspirations for socio-
economic and environmental transformation by the centenary of its independence in 2057. The framework reflects the 
collective development ambitions of the Ghanaian people. It sets out a pathway toward inclusive growth, structural 
transformation, improved living standards, and sustainable development over the long term.

Vision 2057 builds on several earlier national planning frameworks, including the Black Star Rising: Long-Term National 
Development Plan (2018–2057), commonly referred to as the 40-Year Development Plan, Ghana @100, and the National 
Development Policy Framework (Vision 2020). It is also aligned with broader continental and global development agendas, 
notably the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

In addition, the framework incorporates lessons from recent global and domestic shocks, including the socio-economic 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, the growing risks associated with climate change, and emerging geopolitical 
uncertainties affecting the global economy. Vision 2057 is intended to be implemented through successive medium-term 
national development plans, allowing future governments the flexibility to determine specific policy actions, programmes, 
and investment priorities in line with evolving development challenges and opportunities.

The vision underpinning Vision 2057 is to build ‘a free, just, prosperous, and self-reliant nation that secures the welfare 
and well-being of its citizens while playing a leading role in international affairs.’ Central to this ambition is the objective of 
improving the quality of life and living standards of Ghanaians, while transitioning the country toward upper-middle-
income status through sustained economic transformation and inclusive development. This vision and overarching 
development goal are anchored on the following key drivers of transformation:

Achieving and maintaining macroeconomic stability.

Enabling attitudinal culture for sustainable social cohesion.

Peace and security.

Effective and efficient public service and institutional strengthening.

Human capital development for improved productivity.

Science, technology and innovation.

Effective land reforms.

Sustainable infrastructure development and

Clean, affordable and sustainable energy transitional trajectory.

To effectively monitor progress toward its overarching development objectives, Vision 2057 is structured around five 
broad thematic dimensions: economic development, social development, the natural and built environment, governance, 
and emergency preparedness and resilience. Each dimension is supported by clearly defined objectives, measurable 
targets, and strategic policy interventions designed to drive sustainable and inclusive national development.
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