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1.  

ECCAS: Conclusion

Chart 38: Policy recommendations

Chart 38 summarises the policy recommendations for ECCAS.

Despite progress, ECCAS continues to face significant challenges, including insufficient crop production, a persistent
supply-demand gap in agriculture, and a reliance on imports that undermine self-sufficiency. These issues are
compounded by low electrification rates, especially in rural areas, which hinder development and exacerbate inequality.

While ECCAS has made strides in increasing agricultural output, the region still struggles to meet its growing demand,
resulting in a substantial shortfall in domestic supply. The manufacturing sector, though improving, remains below the
African average, with only a few countries like Gabon and Equatorial Guinea showing significant contributions. Additionally,
ECCAS's trade balance, heavily dependent on exports from a few resource-rich countries, highlights the region's
vulnerability to external market fluctuations.

The analysis indicates that, although ECCAS is on a path of gradual improvement, the progress is not transformative
enough to address the region's deep-rooted structural challenges. Without significant and aggressive interventions, ECCAS
will likely fail to achieve its targets for inclusive and sustainable development by 2043. The region's future hinges on closing
the agricultural supply-demand gap, boosting manufacturing capacity and improving access to electricity, particularly in
rural areas, to foster long-term growth and stability.

Thus, rigorous and targeted socio-economic policy interventions in the areas of demographics and health, education,
agriculture, infrastructure, manufacturing, trade, financial flows and governance need to be undertaken to improve the
region’s current development trajectory.

Specifically the region should:

Promote investment in key sectors by focusing on attracting FDI in sectors with high growth potential, such as
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agriculture, manufacturing and renewable energy.

Strengthen regional integration by facilitating cross-border investment and trade to create a more attractive investment
climate.

Strengthen conflict resolution mechanisms by improving the effectiveness of the Central African Early Warning
Mechanism (MARAC) and the Central African Multinational Force (FOMAC) by providing adequate funding, training, and
intelligence resources.

Address resource dependence by diversifying national economies to reduce reliance on extractive resources, which can
exacerbate corruption and conflict.

Strengthen healthcare infrastructure by building and equipping new healthcare facilities, as well as training more
healthcare professionals.

Enhance transportation networks by improving roads and transportation systems to facilitate the efficient movement of
agricultural products to markets.

Improve irrigation systems by expanding and modernising irrigation infrastructure to ensure year-round crop
production and reduce reliance on rainfall.

Expand access to secondary education by increasing the availability of secondary schools, especially in rural areas, to
ensure that more children can complete their education.

Develop relevant curricula to ensure that curricula are aligned with the needs of the labour market and promote critical
thinking and problem-solving skills.

Develop value-added products by promoting the development of value-added products to increase export earnings and
create higher-skilled jobs.
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before use and redistribution.

All of our charts  in any site.can be embedded

Cite this research

Tumi Mkhize-Malebo (2024) ECCAS. Published online at futures.issafrica.org. Retrieved from https://futures.issafrica.org/geographic/recs/eccas/
[Online Resource] Updated 20 November 2024.

https://www.nepad.org/
https://www.sida.se/en
https://southafrica.hss.de/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://help.tableau.com/current/pro/desktop/en-us/embed.htm
https://futures.issafrica.org/geographic/recs/eccas/


 

The opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the ISS, its trustees, members of the Advisory Council or donors. Authors contribute to ISS publications
in their personal capacity.

About the authors

 Mkhize-MaleboMs Tumi  joined the ISS in May 2023 as an AFI intern and is now Junior Research Officer. Before that,  worked as an operations intern at Uber.Tumi
She holds a Bachelor’s degree in economics and econometrics from the University of Johannesburg and is a graduand set to complete her Honours degree in
economics from the University of South Africa.

About African Futures & Innovation

Scenarios and forecasting can help Africa identify and respond to opportunities and threats. The work of the African Futures & Innovation (AFI) program at the
Institute for Security Studies aims to understand and address a widening gap between indices of wellbeing in Africa and elsewhere in the world. The AFI helps
stakeholders understand likely future developments. Research findings and their policy implications are widely disseminated, often in collaboration with in-country
partners. Forecasting tools inspire debate and provide insights into possible trajectories that inform planning, prioritisation and effective resource allocation.
Africa’s future depends on today’s choices and actions by governments and their non-governmental and international partners. The AFI provides empirical data that
informs short- and medium-term decisions with long-term implications. The AFI enhances Africa’s capacity to prepare for and respond to future challenges. The
program is headed by Dr Jakkie Cilliers.


