AFRICAN FUTURES

Cote d'lvoire
Cbte d'lvoire; Conclusion

Tumi Mkhize-Malebo and Jakkie Cilliers Last updated 31 May 2026 using IFs v8.34




Cote d'lvoire: Conclusion

Chart 39: Policy recommendations

Recommendations

e Prioritise agro-processing zones linked to cocoa, cashews and rubber
production through tax holidays and utility subsidies

e Mandate nationwide curriculum reform to align with market needs,
particularly in STEM and technical/vocational education (TVET)

e Subsidise girl-child enrolment in STEM and agriculture-focused TVET
programs

e Ensure that profits from oil reserves are invested back into the economy
through a Sovereign Oil Wealth Fund, with at least 60% reinvestment
earmarked for infrastructure, education and health

e Establish an Independent Anti-Corruption Body with prosecutorial powers

e Provide tax incentives and microcredit access to informal sector businesses
that formalise and register with authorities

e Embrace trade openness and integration through channels such as ECOWAS
and AfCFTA

e Foster green and renewable energy production by implementing feed-in
tariffs for solar and wind projects under 50 MW

o Utilise digital technology to increase efficiency in the agricultural sector,
improve access to credit, and formalise the economy

e Scale community health worker programs to improve maternal/child health
and increase modern contraceptive use

Chart 39 summarises the policy recommendations for Cote d'lvoire.

This analysis of Cote d'lvoire’s development path and potential illuminated several areas of focus where it would be
advantageous for policymakers and leaders to advance and build upon existing progress.

The country faces serious challenges around governance, economic reliance on commodity exports, an uncertain climatic
future, and education shortfalls of their growing population to take best advantage of the country's demographics.
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Our investigation into eight sectoral scenarios illustrates the profound impact that targeted policies can have on
accelerating development beyond the current baseline. The Governance, Manufacturing and AfCTFA scenarios, in
particular, demonstrate robust potential for increasing average incomes, and improving living standards and reducing
poverty and inequality.

The Governance scenario suggests that reducing corruption, strengthening democratic institutions, and increasing social
buy-in and inclusion are key to unlocking the economic potential of Céte d'lvoire. Increasing government inclusion and
capacity would greatly improve the quality of life of Ivorians through better service provision and also make the country a
more attractive business environment for outside investors. These, coupled with income redistribution through social
grants to the poor and vulnerable and progressive tax systems, can reduce poverty and inequality in the country.

The Manufacturing scenario suggests that investment into the industrial sector would be greatly beneficial to the
economy of Cote d'lvoire. It would diversify value chains and increase economic productivity, as well as decrease the
country’s dependence on commodity exports and serve as a way to buttress Cote d'lvoire from the uncertainties of a
changing climate.

The AfCFTA scenario shows that Cote d'lvoire has the potential to gain from economic integration with other African
countries and through trade liberalisation. Cote d'lvoire is already an economic force among its neighbours, and through
further cooperation and integration, the country has the opportunity to become a serious regional economic powerhouse.

Notwithstanding the importance of these sectors, our exploration of the Combined scenario underscores the synergistic
effects of simultaneous investments across multiple sectors. This integrated approach could significantly enhance shared
growth and prosperity in Céte d'lvoire, with a 92% increase in GDP compared to the Current Path by 2043. This scenario
also suggests a dramatic reduction in poverty, with only 4.7% of the population (2.1 million people) expected to live in
extreme poverty by 2043, demonstrating the profound impact of holistic development strategies.

Accordingly, this report recommends that policymakers in Cote d'lvoire prioritise a holistic development strategy that
integrates improvements across all eight sectors, as discussed above. Such an approach not only aligns with the African
Union's Agenda 2063 but also sets a strategic framework for sustainable growth and shared prosperity in Cote d'lvoire.
Commitment from all levels of government and cooperation with international partners will be crucial in transforming
these opportunities into tangible outcomes for all Ivorian citizens.
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before use and redistribution.
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