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Côte d'Ivoire: Scenario Comparisons

Chart 29 presents GDP per capita in purchasing power parity (PPP) in the Current Path and each of the eight sectoral 
scenarios. The data is from 2020 with a forecast to 2043.

The synergistic effect of all the scenarios on GDP per capita is about US$1 700 in 2043. By 2043, the Governance scenario 
has the most significant impact on GDP per capita, reaching US$9 069, which is US$391 higher than the Current Path of 
US$8 678. This is followed closely by the AfCFTA scenario at US$9 053 (US$375 above the Current Path), and the 
Manufacturing scenario at US$8 903 (US$225 higher). The Large Infrastructure and Leapfrogging scenario has the least 
impact on GDP per capita by 2043, reaching US$8 742, only US$64 higher than the Current Path. This suggests that in the 
long term, good governance, minimising corruption and effective social service provision will have the largest positive 
effects on the Ivorian economy and development trajectory. A strong manufacturing sector and increased trade with 
other African countries through trade openness are also important factors.
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Chart 30 presents poverty in the Current Path and for each scenario, from 2020 to 2043. The user can select the number 
of extremely poor people or the percentage of the population.

The most significant scenarios for poverty reduction are the Governance and AfCFTA scenarios, with the Governance 
scenario projecting poverty to fall to 9.3% of Côte d'Ivoire’s population by 2043, compared to the Current Path forecast of 
11%. The Governance scenario emphasises improvements in public service delivery, institutional effectiveness and civic 
participation. These enhancements are projected to contribute to a more stable and inclusive governance framework, 
thereby supporting sustained economic growth and further poverty reduction.

The AfCFTA scenario sees poverty reduced to 9.9% by 2043 compared to the Current Path of 11%. Trade openness, as 
facilitated by the AfCFTA, is expected to reduce poverty in the long term, despite an initial increase due to the 
redistributive effects of trade. Many African countries, including Côte d’Ivoire, export primary commodities and low-tech 
manufacturing products. The AfCFTA's reduction of tariffs and non-tariff barriers will heighten competition among 
countries in these sectors. Countries with inefficient, high-cost manufacturing sectors might be displaced during the 
AfCFTA's implementation, potentially increasing poverty rates initially. However, as economies adjust and begin to 
produce and export goods and services in which they have a comparative advantage, poverty rates are expected to 
decline in the long term.
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Chart 31 presents GDP in the Current Path and in the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043. The data is in US$ 2017 and 
at market exchange rates (MER).

The Combined scenario combines all eight sectoral scenarios: Governance, Demographics and Health, Education, Large 
Infrastructure and Leapfrogging, Agriculture, Manufacturing, AfCFTA and Financial Flows.

The Combined scenario projects a substantial expansion of Côte d’Ivoire's economy. In this scenario, the country's GDP 
will grow from US$72.4 billion in 2023 to US$301.6 billion by 2043, in contrast to the Current Path of US$237.1 billion by 
2043. This indicates that the Combined scenario could lead to an additional US$64.5 billion in economic output by 2043 
compared to the Current Path, underscoring the significant impact of integrated policy interventions on the nation's 
economic growth.
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Chart 32 presents GDP per capita in purchasing power parity (PPP) in the Current Path and the Combined scenario. The 
data is from 2023 with a forecast to 2043.

In the Combined scenario, Côte d’Ivoire's GDP per capita is projected to rise to approximately US$10 460 by 2043, 
compared to US$8 678 in the Current Path. This represents an increase of about 20.5% or US$1 782, indicating that 
integrated policy interventions could significantly enhance individual economic well-being.

Chart 33 presents the value-add by sector in the Current Path and in the Combined scenario, for 2023 and 2043. The data 
is in US$ 2017 and as a percentage of GDP.

Our modelling provides forecasts in six economic sectors namely agriculture, energy, materials (including mining), 
manufactures, services and ICTech.

By 2043, in the Combined scenario, Côte d'Ivoire's economic structure will undergo notable shifts compared to the 
Current Path, both in sectoral composition and absolute values. While the services sector will remain the largest 
contributor to GDP, its share is expected to decrease from 60.89% (equivalent to US$145 billion) on the Current Path to 
57.05% (US$171.7 billion) in the Combined scenario, still reflecting a growth of US$26.7 billion, but a relative decline in 
dominance.

The manufacturing sector will grow substantially, with its GDP share increasing from 20.45% (US$48.4 billion) to 25.4% 
(US$76.5 billion), indicating a US$28.1 billion increase. This reflects a strategic shift toward industrialisation, making 
manufacturing a more central driver of economic activity.

The agriculture sector will remain relatively stable in terms of GDP share, declining slightly from 6.63% (US$15.7 billion) to 
6.61% (US$19.9 billion), while still achieving an absolute growth of US$4.2 billion. Similarly, the energy sector is projected 
to decrease modestly in share from 1.67% (US$4.0 billion) to 1.6% (US$4.8 billion).
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The materials sector will maintain a steady share, slightly increasing from 4.25% (US$10.1 billion) to 4.26% (US$12.8 
billion). In contrast, the ICT sector is projected to see a decline in GDP share from 5.85% (US$13.9 billion) to 5.22% 
(US$15.8 billion), despite experiencing absolute growth of US$1.9 billion. This suggests a need for targeted policy 
interventions to sustain and accelerate growth in the ICT sector.

Chart 34 presents the size of the informal sector as % of the total economy in the Current Path forecast and in the 
Combined scenario, 2020–2043.

In 2023, approximately 65.6% of Côte d’Ivoire’s labour force was engaged in informal employment. In the Combined 
scenario, this figure will decline to 45.7% by 2043, a significant reduction compared to the 57.4% anticipated along the 
Current Path.

The informal sector's contribution to GDP is also expected to decline, from 32.4% on the Current Path to 28.7% in the 
Combined scenario. This shift indicates a transition towards a more formalised economy, which can lead to improved tax 
revenues, better access to social protections for workers and enhanced economic stability.

Reducing informality is crucial for Côte d’Ivoire's economic development. A smaller informal sector can facilitate more 
effective implementation of labour regulations, increase productivity and provide workers with greater job security and 
benefits. This transition supports the country's broader goals of economic modernisation and inclusive growth.
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Chart 35 presents poverty in the Current Path and the Combined scenario, for 2023 and 2043.

In the Combined scenario, 16.1% of Côte d'Ivoire’s population will be living under the lower-middle-income poverty line of 
US$3.65/day by 2033. This would be an improvement from 2023, where 33.% of Ivorians lived in extreme poverty and will 
be lower than the Current Path projection of 19.2% of Ivorians living under extreme poverty by 2033. By 2043, the number 
of Ivorians in extreme poverty will have fallen to 5.6% in the Combined scenario. This is well below the Current Path which 
projects 11% of the country’s population to be in extreme poverty by 2043. By 2043, the number of Ivorians who are 
severely impoverished will be 5.6 million along the Current Path and 2.7 million in the Combined scenario. Thus, the 
Combined scenario would see 2.9 million Ivorians moving above the poverty line by 2043.

Regarding income inequality, measured by the Gini coefficient, Côte d’Ivoire had a score of 0.23 in 2023. By 2043, this will 
rise to 0.35 on the Current Path, indicating increasing inequality. However, the Combined scenario projects a more 
moderate increase to 0.32, suggesting that integrated policy efforts could mitigate the growth of income disparities.
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Chart 36 presents life expectancy in the Current Path and in the Combined scenario, from 2020 to 2043.

As of 2023, life expectancy in Côte d’Ivoire was 66 years. On the Current Path, it will increase to 73.8 years by 2043. 
However, in the Combined scenario, which includes improvements in medical infrastructure, reductions in maternal and 
infant mortality rates, and enhanced sanitation and water access, life expectancy will increase by three extra years to 
reach 76.2 years by 2043.

Chart 37 compares carbon emissions in the Current Path with the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043. Note that the 
data is in million tons of carbon, not CO  equivalent.2
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In 2023, Côte d’Ivoire's  remained relatively low on a global scale, with per capita CO emissions at just 0.4 carbon emissions
tons and total annual emissions amounting to 13.2 million tons, representing only 0.03% of global CO output. Despite its 
modest contribution to worldwide emissions, the country faces significant internal challenges related to greenhouse gas 
emissions across various sectors. According to  from 2021, land use change and forestry were the largest sources of data
emissions, releasing approximately 26 million tons of CO-equivalent, largely due to deforestation and land degradation. 
This was followed by the agricultural sector, which emitted 6.46 million tons, reflecting the country’s reliance on farming 
and livestock. The transport sector accounted for 5.16 million tons, while industry and the electricity and heat production 
sectors contributed 4.22 million and 4.17 million tons, respectively. These figures underscore the importance of 
sustainable land management and the need for cleaner energy and industrial practices as Côte d’Ivoire navigates its 
development trajectory.

In response, Côte d’Ivoire has committed to several mitigation strategies as outlined in its updated Nationally Determined 
 (NDC), which targets a 30.41% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. The country plans to  Contribution  restore

five million hectares of degraded land and forests by 2030 to address deforestation. It is also expanding climate-resilient 
, such as the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system in Abidjan, which will feature electric buses to reduce urban infrastructure

emissions. Additionally, policies are being developed to support the transition to soot-free and electric vehicles.

Looking ahead, emissions are projected to rise due to population growth and economic expansion. On the Current Path, 
emissions could increase from 5.1 million tons of CO in 2023 to 21.3 million tons by 2043. In the Combined scenario, 
emissions will reach 22.9 million tons by 2043.

The Governance scenario projects the highest increase in carbon emissions, reaching 22 million tons by 2043. This may 
seem counterintuitive, as improved governance is often associated with better environmental outcomes. However, 
enhanced governance can lead to accelerated economic development, industrialisation and urbanisation. These activities, 
while beneficial for economic growth, can result in increased energy consumption and, consequently, higher carbon 
emissions if not accompanied by sustainable energy policies.

https://ourworldindata.org/co2/country/cote-divoire
https://ourworldindata.org/co2/country/cote-divoire
https://climatepromise.undp.org/what-we-do/where-we-work/cote-divoire?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://climatepromise.undp.org/what-we-do/where-we-work/cote-divoire?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nitidae.org/en/actions/forci?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ccacoalition.org/projects/developing-policy-soot-free-buses-and-electric-vehicles-abidjan-cote-divoire?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ccacoalition.org/projects/developing-policy-soot-free-buses-and-electric-vehicles-abidjan-cote-divoire?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Chart 38 compares energy demand and production in the Current Path with the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043. 
Production is done in nine types, namely oil, gas, coal, hydro, nuclear, solar, wind, geothermal and other renewables. The 
data is converted into billion barrels of oil equivalent (BBOE) to allow for comparisons. Note that energy production could 
be for domestic use or for export.

In 2023, Côte d'Ivoire's energy demand was 81.1 million barrels of oil equivalent (BOE), with production at 67.6 million 
BOE. By 2043, demand is expected to rise to 255.6 million BOE, while production is anticipated to increase to 74.4 million 
BOE. This indicates a significant shortfall, emphasising the need for strategic planning to address the energy supply gap.

To mitigate this deficit, Côte d'Ivoire is investing in renewable energy sources. For instance, the Boundiali Solar Power 
Plant, which began operations in 2023, is a step towards diversifying the energy mix and reducing dependence on fossil 
fuels. The country's goal is to achieve 45% of its energy from sources by 2030, aiming to enhance energy renewable 
security and sustainability. In the Combined scenario, Côte d'Ivoire's energy demand will rise to 287.2 million BOE by 2043, 
up from 255.6 million BOE on the Current Path. Simultaneously, energy production will increase to 88 million BOE, 
compared to 74 million BOE on the Current Path. Despite these gains, the country will face a significant energy shortfall of 
approximately 199.2 million BOE, a substantial increase from the 181.2 million BOE shortfall in the Current Path. This 
highlights the urgent need for continued investment in energy infrastructure and diversification of energy sources to meet 
future demand.

Côte d'Ivoire's  is predominantly composed of fossil fuels and hydropower, with natural gas and oil accounting energy mix
for the majority of electricity generation. Natural gas alone contributes approximately 69% of the country's electricity 
production, while hydroelectric power contributes about 30%. Other renewable sources, such as solar and wind, currently 
make up a minimal portion of the energy mix. In 2023, Côte d'Ivoire's energy production comprised 25.6 million BOE from 
oil, 35 million BOE from natural gas, and 5.9 million BOE from hydroelectric power. Additionally, the country generated 30 
000 BOE from solar energy and 1 million BOE from other renewable sources.

In the Combined scenario, Côte d'Ivoire's energy production will undergo significant changes by 2043. Oil production will 
decrease to 13.2 million BOE, down from 15 million BOE on the Current Path, reducing its share of total energy production 
from approximately 22.7% to 18.3%, indicating a shift away from oil reliance. Conversely, natural gas production will 
slightly increase to 34.9 million BOE from 34.4 million BOE, maintaining its dominant position with a stable share around 
48.5%.

Hydropower production will rise to 19.4 million BOE, up from 18.5 million BOE, increasing its share from 28% to 
approximately 26.9%. Solar energy is expected to see substantial growth, increasing to 17.8 million BOE from 4.4 million 
BOE, boosting its contribution from 6.6% to 24.7%, in line with the country’s target of achieving 45% renewable energy by 
2030.

However, wind energy production will decrease to 100 000 BOE from 200 000 BOE, reducing its already small share from 
0.3% to 0.1%, possibly due to resource limitations or strategic focus on other renewables. Other renewable sources, such 
as biomass, are anticipated to increase to 2.4 million BOE from 1.5 million BOE, raising their contribution from 2.3% to 
3.3%, further supporting diversification of the energy mix.

https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/ivory-coast-bets-solar-part-renewables-drive-2024-04-03/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://aenert.com/countries/africa/energy-industry-in-cote-divoire/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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