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Botswana: Scenario Comparisons

Chart 29: GDP per capita in the Current Path and scenarios, 2020-2043 -
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Chart 29 presents GDP per capita in purchasing power parity (PPP) in the Current Path and each of the eight sectoral
scenarios. The data is from 2020 with a forecast to 2043.

Botswana's economic growth trajectory under the Current Path forecasts GDP per capita (PPP) to increase from US$14
670 in 2023 to US$20 850 by 2043. While this represents a moderate improvement in living standards over two decades, it
falls short of unlocking Botswana's full economic potential and the income levels needed to transition into a high-income
economy. Realising more ambitious outcomes will require targeted interventions across critical sectors, underpinned by
integrated and sustained reform efforts.

Among the alternative scenarios, the AfCFTA scenario yields the strongest gains, with GDP per capita rising to US$21 980
by 2043, reflecting the powerful effects of trade integration, market diversification and enhanced regional
competitiveness. Until 2042, however, the Manufacturing scenario leads, with GDP per capita forecasted at US$21 910 by
2043. This suggests that early industrial expansion, particularly through value-added production, job creation and
technological upgrading, can drive robust medium-term gains before being overtaken by the broader long-term benefits
of continental trade integration.

The Governance scenario also delivers high returns, pushing GDP per capita to US$21 750, supported by improved
institutional effectiveness, reduced corruption and enhanced public sector performance. Following closely are the
Demographics and Health scenario (US$21 420) and the Education scenario (US$21 260), both of which highlight the
importance of human capital investments in sustaining inclusive growth. The Financial Flows scenario lifts GDP per capita
to US$21 190, driven by increased FDI and improved domestic capital mobilisation, while the Large Infrastructure and
Leapfrogging scenario raises it to US$21 030, reflecting gains from accelerated digital transformation and connectivity.
The Agriculture scenario contributes the lowest incremental gain (US$20 990), though it remains critical for rural
development and food security.

The sequence and magnitude of these gains illustrate the complementarity of sectoral reforms, where interventions in
trade, industry, governance, human capital and infrastructure mutually reinforce economic progress. Notably, the
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Manufacturing scenario provides the largest per capita income boost through 2042, before the AfCFTA's long-term
benefits take hold, demonstrating how industrial growth can create early momentum, while regional integration sustains

gains into the future.

Importantly, these forecasts are anchored in current policy efforts. Botswana is actively progressing toward the
implementation of AfCFTA protocols, including tariff schedule submissions, trade facilitation reforms and customs
modernisation. Parallel efforts to improve fiscal transparency, attract foreign direct investment and enhance the
regulatory environment are creating stronger foundations for private-sector growth. National strategies such as Vision
2036, the Reset Agenda and sector-specific reforms in education, digitalisation and infrastructure are positioning
Botswana to realise the compounded benefits envisioned in these scenarios.

Chart 30: Poverty in the Current Path and scenarios, 2023-2043
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Chart 30 presents poverty in the Current Path and for each scenario, from 2020 to 2043. The user can select the number

of extremely poor people or the percentage of the population.

Botswana's poverty rate, measured as the share of the population living below the US$6.85/day threshold (2017 PPP), will
decline steadily from 57.87% in 2023 to 44.41% by 2043 under the Current Path. This improvement reflects the country's
ongoing efforts to expand education, healthcare and economic opportunities. However, with the population expected to
grow from 2.46 million to 3.08 million over the same period, the pace of poverty reduction remains moderate. Sustaining
progress will require inclusive, broad-based growth strategies that prioritise vulnerable populations amid rising
demographic pressures.

Among the alternative scenarios, the Governance scenario yields the most significant poverty reduction, lowering the rate
to 41.92% by 2043. This scenario underscores the pivotal role of institutional quality, efficient public spending and
equitable resource distribution in improving welfare outcomes. The AfCFTA scenario follows closely, reducing poverty to
42.64%, driven by regional market access, job creation in tradable sectors and enhanced SME competitiveness. Scenarios
focused on human capital development, such as Education (43.31%) and Demographics and Health (43.78%), also achieve
deeper reductions by improving earnings potential, service access and long-term productivity. The Manufacturing
(44.26%) and Large Infrastructure and Leapfrogging (44.31%) scenarios yield modest improvements, largely by expanding
employment and infrastructure access, though their benefits are less targeted at the ultra-poor.
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In contrast, both the Agriculture and Financial Flows scenarios drive poverty slightly above the Current Path, to 44.69%
and 45.21% by 2043, respectively. While both scenarios generate positive GDP and sectoral growth, their distributional
impact is less pro-poor, due to structural limitations in Botswana’s current agricultural model and financial sector.

The Agriculture scenario emphasises yield improvements, irrigation expansion and modest gains in crop output. However,
Botswana's agriculture is dominated by capital-intensive cattle ranching, while smallholder crop farming remains marginal
in both employment and GDP contribution. Even with increases in irrigated area and output, the scenario does not
fundamentally transform rural livelihoods, particularly for subsistence farmers or those engaged in low-productivity,
rainfed farming. Without stronger support for market access, farmer cooperatives, land reform and climate resilience,
productivity gains tend to benefit a narrow group of commercial producers, resulting in limited poverty reduction
spillovers for rural poor communities. Furthermore, rural electrification, road connectivity and extension services remain
weak in many remote areas, dampening the potential for agriculture to generate scalable employment or raise incomes
among Botswana'’s poorest households. This is particularly significant given the relatively low share of the poor engaged in
agriculture compared to other African countries. As a result, the Agriculture scenario improves GDP but fails to reach the
poorest segments of the population effectively.

The Financial Flows scenario boosts FDI, external capital and domestic savings, raising Botswana's investment rate and
GDP. However, it does not substantially alter the structure of employment or household income distribution, especially in
the absence of parallel policies that channel these flows toward labour-intensive or poverty-sensitive sectors. FDI in
Botswana is historically concentrated in capital-intensive industries like mining, energy and financial services, which
generate relatively few jobs and have limited direct benefits for low-income households. Additionally, this scenario
assumes minimal increases in government-to-household transfers compared to the Governance or Education scenarios.
Without enhanced social protection mechanisms, stronger wage floors or targeted employment schemes, income
inequality can widen, even as macroeconomic indicators improve. The gains from capital inflows risk becoming
concentrated among higher-income groups and formal sector participants, leaving informal and vulnerable populations
behind.

These findings highlight the importance of integrated policymaking. GDP growth alone does not guarantee poverty
reduction. For Botswana to achieve meaningful and sustained reductions in poverty, investments must be aligned with
distributional equity, ensuring that growth translates into wider access to jobs, services and income opportunities. This
includes expanding rural development programs, strengthening social safety nets and improving the targeting of public
investment to maximise poverty-reducing impacts. By designing scenarios that combine economic transformation with
social inclusion, Botswana can move beyond aggregate growth and ensure that no one is left behind on the path to
becoming a high-income country.
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Chart 31: GDP (MER) in the Current Path and Combined scenario, 2020-2043 o
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Chart 31 presents GDP in the Current Path and in the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043. The data is in US$ 2017 and
at market exchange rates (MER).

The Combined scenario combines all eight sectoral scenarios: Governance, Demographics and Health, Education, Large
Infrastructure and Leapfrogging, Agriculture, Manufacturing, AfCFTA and Financial Flows.

In the Current Path scenario, Botswana’'s GDP (MER) will increase from US$19.14 billion in 2023 to US$42.39 billion by
2043. This trajectory reflects an average annual growth rate of approximately 4.1%, underpinned by gradual
improvements in domestic investment, consumption and exports. While this growth is considerable, it falls short of the
levels needed to achieve the country's Vision 2036 target of high-income status and economic transformation.

In contrast, the Combined scenario, which envisions the effective and coordinated implementation of interventions across
multiple development pillars, offers a significantly more ambitious growth trajectory. Average annual GDP growth
accelerates to 5.6%, driven by compounding gains in productivity, investment efficiency, institutional quality and market
expansion.

As a result, Botswana’'s GDP (MER) would rise to US$56.93 billion by 2043, which is US$14.54 billion higher than in the
Current Path. This substantial differential illustrates the synergistic impact of multi-sector reform, where strategic
alignment and policy coordination magnify development outcomes beyond what isolated interventions can achieve. It also
reflects Botswana's growing capacity to capitalise on regional integration, particularly through AfCFTA, and to mobilise
foreign and domestic capital more effectively under improved governance conditions.

This Combined scenario is consistent with Botswana’s aspirations to shift from a resource-dependent economy to one
driven by human capital, innovation and industrial competitiveness, as envisioned in Vision 2036, the Reset Agenda and
the upcoming NDP 12. It also affirms the critical importance of policy coherence, institutional strengthening and cross-
sector implementation capacity in unlocking inclusive, long-term growth.
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Chart 32: GDP per capita (PPP) in the Current Path and Combined scenario, 2023-2043
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Chart 32 presents GDP per capita in purchasing power parity (PPP) in the Current Path and the Combined scenario. The
data is from 2020 with a forecast to 2043.

In the Current Path, Botswana’s GDP per capita (PPP) will increase from approximately US$14 670 in 2023 to US$20 850 by
2043. While this represents a moderate gain, it signals a continuation of incremental rather than transformative growth,
leaving the country short of achieving its Vision 2036 objective of becoming a high-income economy.

In comparison, the Combined scenario offers a significantly more ambitious outcome. Under this scenario, GDP per capita
(PPP) rises to US$26 330 by 2043, which is US$5 480 higher than in the Current Path. This trajectory reflects the
compounding benefits of enhanced productivity, institutional efficiency and human capital investment, combined with
greater integration into regional and global markets.

Importantly, this scenario is not only about growth in aggregate income; it represents a qualitative shift in the
development model. Higher per capita income under the Combined scenario is associated with stronger employment
creation, accelerated poverty reduction and a narrowing of inequality gaps, as the gains of growth are distributed more
broadly across the population. These improvements reinforce Botswana's evolution into a competitive, resilient and
inclusive economy, capable of weathering global shocks while expanding opportunities for all citizens.

In line with Vision 2036 and regional frameworks like the African Union’'s Agenda 2063, the Combined scenario illustrates
that with sustained and well-coordinated reforms, Botswana can unlock a path toward shared prosperity and long-term
economic transformation.
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Chart 33: Value added by sector in the Current Path and Combined scenario, 2023-2043
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Chart 33 presents the value added by sector in the Current Path and in the Combined scenario, from 2023 to 2043. The
datais in US$ 2017 and as a percentage of GDP.

Our modelling provides forecasts in six economic sectors, namely agriculture, energy, materials (including mining),
manufacturing, services and ICTech.

Botswana's long-term economic strategy, as articulated in Vision 2036, aspires to shift the country from a resource-
dependent upper-middle-income economy to a diversified, export-oriented high-income economy. This transformation is
best understood through the lens of the three-sector hypothesis, which posits that economies evolve from agriculture-
based structures to industry-led growth, and eventually become service-dominant as they mature. Botswana's historical
development has largely bypassed the industrial stage, transitioning prematurely from mining and agriculture into
services, resulting in what scholars often call distorted structural transformation.

The Combined scenario offers a corrective to this path, modelling a more balanced and productivity-driven structural
transformation. By 2043, the manufacturing sector’s value-added share of GDP rises by 3.01 percentage points above the
Current Path of 10.14%, reaching over 13%. This shift signals a resurgence in domestic industrial capacity, fuelled by
improvements in logistics, technology adoption, energy reliability and regional trade integration under AfCFTA.

Modest gains are also observed in ICT (+0.37 percentage points) and agriculture (+0.22), reflecting a rebalancing toward
high-growth and productivity-enhancing sectors. The rise in agriculture, though smaller, is noteworthy, particularly in the
context of improved yields, climate-smart practices and greater value addition in agro-processing, supporting rural
livelihoods and food system resilience.

While the relative shares of services, materials and energy decline slightly under the Combined scenario compared to the
baseline trajectory, this reflects the rapid growth of other sectors rather than an absolute contraction. All sectors expand
in absolute value, revealing the positive spillover effects of industrial dynamism on the broader economy. By 2043, the
services sector remains the largest contributor in absolute terms, adding US$8.73 billion more than the Current Path,
underscoring its continued importance as Botswana advances toward high-income status. This is followed by increases in
manufacturing (US$3.19 billion), materials (US$0.99 billion), ICT (US$0.88 billion), agriculture (US$0.48 billion) and energy
(US$0.28 billion).
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These changes point to a structural shift in Botswana's growth model, where industry and modern services form the twin
engines of transformation. Manufacturing gains, in particular, signal the emergence of more labour-intensive and tradable
sectors, which are crucial for employment creation, export diversification and technological upgrading. This pattern aligns
with Botswana’s National Industrial Development Policy, Reset Agenda and the aims of AfCFTA, which prioritise deeper
regional value chain integration and enhanced competitiveness in priority sectors such as agro-processing,
pharmaceuticals and green minerals.

The Combined scenario demonstrates that with the right mix of policy coherence, infrastructure investment and human
capital development, Botswana can shift from a service-heavy structure to a more resilient, productive and innovation-led
economy. By advancing beyond the distorted path of resource- and service-led growth, and realising a balanced three-
sector transformation, Botswana strengthens its foundation for long-term income convergence, employment expansion
and inclusive development, hallmarks of sustainable progress toward high-income status.

Chart 34: Informal sector in the Current Path and Combined scenario, 2020-2043 -
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Chart 34 presents the size of the informal sector in the Current Path and the Combined scenario, from 2020 to 2043.

The informal sector in Botswana has long served as a buffer for employment, particularly in urban and peri-urban areas
where formal jobs are limited. While it offers basic income-generating opportunities, informality is typically characterised
by low productivity, limited social protection, weak regulation and vulnerability to economic shocks. As Botswana seeks to
transition into a high-income, diversified economy, reducing the size of the informal sector and promoting decent work
are central to achieving inclusive and sustainable growth.

In the Current Path, informality persists at relatively high levels, with the informal sector contributing over 14% to GDP
and informal employment accounting for more than 22% of the labour force by 2043. This reflects structural rigidities in
the labour market, slow job creation in high-productivity sectors and barriers to enterprise formalisation, particularly for
youth and microenterprises.
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By contrast, the Combined scenario offers a significantly more optimistic outlook. Under this scenario, the informal sector’
s contribution to GDP declines to 10.28% by 2043, a reduction of 4 percentage points compared to the Current Path.
Similarly, the informal employment share falls to 14.79%, representing a 7.31 percentage point decline.

These shifts reflect the structural transformation underway. As manufacturing, services, ICT and agro-processing sectors
expand, they absorb a greater share of the labour force into formal wage and salaried employment. Complementary
investments in education and skills development ensure that more Batswana, especially youth and women, meet the
qualifications required for formal-sector jobs. Enhanced access to financial services, regulatory simplification and targeted
support for small to medium enterprises further incentivise informal businesses to formalise.

The decline in informality under the Combined scenario signals a more resilient and inclusive labour market, where
growth is accompanied by rising job quality, social protections and productivity. This transition aligns with Botswana's
commitments under Vision 2036, the National Employment Policy and the Decent Work Country Programme, which
emphasise job creation, enterprise growth and labour rights.

Formalisation also strengthens Botswana's fiscal base, enabling better revenue mobilisation and more efficient social
spending. As more businesses and workers enter the tax net, the government is better equipped to finance public
services, infrastructure and human development, reinforcing the virtuous cycle of inclusive growth.

The Combined scenario demonstrates that reducing informality is not only possible but transformative when it is
integrated into a coherent national development strategy. It is a critical step toward achieving a modern, high-income
economy with dignified employment opportunities for all.

Chart 35: Poverty in the Current Path and Combined scenario, 2020-2043
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Chart 35 presents poverty in the Current Path and the Combined scenario, 2020 to 2043.

In the Combined scenario, Botswana will achieve substantially greater reductions in poverty than under the Current Path.
Using the UMICs threshold of US$6.85 per day (2017 PPP), the poverty rate will fall from 57.87% in 2023 to 34.72% by
2043, nearly 10 percentage points lower than the Current Path forecast of 44.41%. This marked improvement reflects the
cumulative effect of coordinated policy interventions across sectors.
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Unlike siloed interventions, the Combined scenario addresses both the drivers and consequences of poverty. Investments
in human capital increase employability and earnings; structural transformation in manufacturing and agriculture
generates formal jobs; and improvements in infrastructure and digital connectivity expand access to services and
markets. These interventions also enhance state capacity to deliver targeted welfare support and social safety nets to the
most vulnerable, ensuring that the benefits of growth are more widely shared.

In parallel with poverty reduction, the Combined scenario delivers meaningful progress in addressing income inequality.
Botswana's Gini coefficient, a standard measure of income distribution (where 0 represents perfect equality and 1
indicates extreme inequality), will decline from 0.53 in 2023 to 0.48 by 2043. This represents a more substantial
improvement compared to the Current Path forecast of 0.50, and reflects a more inclusive distribution of economic gains
across income groups, regions and demographics. The sharper decline in inequality under the Combined scenario
suggests a development model that is not only growth-oriented but also equity-conscious.

This scenario aligns with Botswana’s overarching goals in Vision 2036, which emphasises shared prosperity, social
inclusion and the reduction of poverty and inequality as central pillars of national development. It also supports
commitments under the National Social Protection Framework, the Decent Work Country Programme, and SDG 1 (No
Poverty) and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities).

In essence, the Combined scenario illustrates that with the right mix of economic transformation and social investment,
Botswana can move beyond moderate poverty reduction to a future defined by broad-based inclusion, upward mobility
and reduced disparities. It affirms that poverty alleviation and equity are not residual outcomes of growth; they are its
essential conditions and measures of success.

Chart 36: Life expectancy in the Current Path and Combined scenario, 2020-2043 = e
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Chart 36 compares life expectancy in the Current Path with the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043.

In the Combined scenario, Botswana'’s life expectancy will increase from 64.1 years in 2023 to 74.5 years by 2043. This
outcome represents a notable improvement over the Current Path forecast of 71.1 years, highlighting the health and well-
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being dividends of comprehensive, cross-sectoral development. The increase of 3.4 years under the Combined scenario
reflects not only improvements in the healthcare system, but also broader gains in education, infrastructure, governance
and socio-economic equity.

Importantly, life expectancy gains are equally distributed across genders, with both male and female life expectancy rising
by 3.4 years above their respective Current Path forecasts by 2043. This gender-balanced progress indicates that the
scenario’s impacts are inclusive, targeting structural health determinants that disproportionately affect different segments
of the population. For females, this includes reductions in maternal mortality and improved access to reproductive health
services. For males, it reflects better management of non-communicable diseases (NCDs), infectious diseases such as HIV
/AIDS and lifestyle-related risk factors.

These improvements are enabled by coordinated interventions in key areas. Health sector reforms expand access to
quality services, improve disease surveillance and response systems and strengthen the availability of essential medicines
and technologies. Investments in education, particularly in girls’ schooling and public health awareness, enhance health
literacy and long-term health behaviours. Expanded access to clean water, sanitation, nutrition and electricity, especially
in rural areas, reduces exposure to health risks and improves household well-being. Governance reforms improve the
efficiency and equity of public health spending, while poverty reduction and social protection policies increase access to
care among the most vulnerable.

Rising life expectancy is not only a marker of improved public health, but it is also a foundation for sustained economic
and social development. Longer and healthier lives translate into greater human capital accumulation, labour force
participation and intergenerational well-being. These trends support Botswana'’s national aspirations under Vision 2036,
particularly its goal to create a productive and healthy population that can drive innovation, growth and national resilience.

Furthermore, the Combined scenario contributes meaningfully to Botswana’s progress toward SDG 3 (Good Health and
Well-Being) and reinforces commitments to universal health coverage, nutrition security and the demographic dividend
agenda. It demonstrates that health outcomes improve most substantially when economic, social and institutional levers
are advanced together.

Chart 37: Carbon emissions in the Current Path and Combined scenario, 2020-2043
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Chart 37 compares carbon emissions in the Current Path with the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043. Note that the
data is in million tons of carbon, not CO2 equivalent.

Botswana's development aspirations under Vision 2036 emphasise not only economic growth and prosperity, but also
environmental sustainability. As the country accelerates industrialisation, infrastructure expansion, and urbanisation,
managing its carbon footprint becomes increasingly important, both for domestic environmental goals and regional
climate commitments under the Paris Agreement and SADC Green Economy Strategy.

In the Current Path, Botswana's total carbon emissions from fossil fuels will increase steadily, reaching approximately 3.2
million tons by 2043, up from an estimated 1.8 million tons in 2023. This rise reflects a development trajectory that is
largely powered by coal-based electricity generation, energy-intensive mining, and limited penetration of renewable
technologies.

In contrast, the Combined scenario delivers a more balanced and climate-conscious growth model. While economic
expansion is more pronounced, total emissions will be 400 000 tons lower than in the Current Path by 2043, reaching
about 2.8 million tons. This modest but important reduction is driven by the compounded benefits of cross-sectoral
reforms: enhanced energy efficiency, the adoption of cleaner industrial technologies, more sustainable transport and
infrastructure systems and greater integration of renewable energy sources. These outcomes illustrate that with the right
mix of policy coherence, innovation and investment, Botswana can decouple economic growth from emissions intensity.

Among all scenarios, however, the Large Infrastructure and Leapfrogging scenario emerges as the most effective in
reducing emissions. In this scenario, carbon emissions will rise only to 2.2 million tons by 2043, a 1 million tons below the
Current Path. This impressive performance is underpinned by large-scale investments in solar and wind energy,
digitalisation of transport and logistics and the deployment of low-carbon technologies in construction, public services
and mobility. Leapfrogging into digitally enabled, green infrastructure systems allows Botswana to bypass traditional,
carbon-heavy development pathways.

These outcomes reaffirm the importance of integrating climate-smart planning, including green energy transition, into
Botswana's long-term development strategy. The Combined scenario proves that a sustainable growth trajectory,
characterised by moderate emissions reduction and strong economic performance, is feasible with system-wide
transformation. The Large Infrastructure and Leapfrogging scenario, while focused on connectivity and digital
acceleration, shows that targeted climate interventions can yield disproportionately high returns in emissions mitigation.

These findings support Botswana’s ambitions under the National Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan, as well as the
country’s evolving Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the UNFCCC. They also reflect the imperative for
Botswana to access climate finance, enhance green technology transfer and establish public-private partnerships for
scaling low-carbon solutions.
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Chart 38: Energy demand and production by type in the Current Path and Combined scenario, 2020-2043 o
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Chart 38 compares energy demand and production in the Current Path with the Combined scenario from 2020 to 2043.
Production is done in nine types, namely oil, gas, coal, hydro, nuclear, solar, wind, geothermal and other renewables. The
data is converted into billion barrels of oil equivalent (BBOE) to allow for comparisons. Note that energy production could
be for domestic use or for export.

Botswana’s energy landscape is undergoing a slow but strategic transformation, anchored in national ambitions to reduce
fossil fuel dependency, improve energy security and promote a greener growth path. These goals are outlined in the
National Energy Policy (2021) and the Integrated Resource Plan (IRP), which set the foundation for expanding renewable
energy generation, diversifying the energy mix and enabling private sector participation in electricity supply. The policy
targets include increasing the share of renewables to at least 30% of total electricity generation by 2030, and reducing
reliance on imported power from the SAPP.

In the Combined scenario, Botswana makes significant progress toward these objectives, nearly doubling its domestic
energy production from approximately 14 million barrels of oil equivalent (BOE) in 2023 to about 23 million BOE by 2043.
This far exceeds the Current Path forecast of 18 million BOE, and the increase is overwhelmingly driven by the scale-up of
renewable energy, particularly solar and wind.

Solar energy emerges as the dominant contributor to this growth, with production rising from a negligible base in 2023 to
11.3 million BOE by 2043, 9.5 million BOE higher than the 1.8 million BOE in the Current Path. This rapid expansion
reflects Botswana's vast solar potential, estimated at over 3 200 sunshine hours per year, and the government's growing
commitment to utility-scale solar investment, such as the Mmamabula and Letlhakane solar projects. Likewise, wind
energy production will reach approximately 550 000 BOE by 2043 under the Combined scenario, about 450 000 BOE more
than the Current Path, fueled by exploratory initiatives in wind mapping and hybrid systems in remote zones.

Despite this positive trend in renewable energy uptake, Botswana's total energy demand will outpace domestic
production under both scenarios. In the Combined scenario, demand rises sharply from 23 million BOE in 2023 to over 45
million BOE by 2043, driven by accelerated industrialisation, digital infrastructure expansion, population growth and rising
household consumption. This compares to 39 million BOE under the Current Path. As a result, the country’s energy deficit
will widen, growing from 8 million BOE in 2023 to 22 million BOE by 2043 under the Combined scenario, only marginally
higher than the 21 million BOE deficit forecasted under the Current Path.
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https://www.bera.co.bw/downloads/National%20Energy%20Policy%20Final%20April%202021.pdf
https://www.bera.co.bw/downloads/Electricity/Abridged%20IRP%20Report%20Botswana%2016%20November%202020.pdf
https://www.bera.co.bw/downloads/Electricity/Abridged%20IRP%20Report%20Botswana%2016%20November%202020.pdf
https://www.esi-africa.com/top-stories/botswana-s-mmamabula-project-responds-to-sa-s-rfi/
http://en.cnste.org/news/detail/610.html#:~:text=The%20Letlhakane%20Concentrated%20Solar%20Power,752%E2%80%93932%20%C2%B0F).

These findings highlight both progress and persistent gaps in Botswana’s energy transition. The Combined scenario
demonstrates that accelerated investment in renewables can significantly boost domestic energy supply and reduce
emissions, aligning with national commitments under the NDCs, the National Energy Policy and the SADC Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency Strategy. However, the continued widening of the energy deficit underscores the need for an
integrated approach that goes beyond generation. Addressing this will require simultaneous investment in grid
infrastructure and storage capacity to manage variable renewable sources, enhanced regional energy cooperation,
particularly with Namibia and South Africa, to ensure reliable imports during peak periods, and improvements in demand-
side efficiency through regulatory measures, building codes and digital metering systems. In parallel, Botswana must
accelerate public-private partnerships and unlock concessional financing to de-risk and scale up large-scale renewable
projects. Ultimately, the Combined scenario affirms that Botswana can become a clean energy leader in the region, but
doing so will demand a well-coordinated balance of supply-side innovation and demand-side management supported by
effective policy execution and institutional alignment.
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