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Botswana: Introduction

Chart 1: Political map of Botswana

Chart 1 is a political map of Botswana.

Botswana is a landlocked country in Southern Africa, bordered by Namibia to the west and north, Zimbabwe to the 
northeast, South Africa to the south and southeast, and a narrow crossing to Zambia at the Kazungula Bridge in the north. 
It covers about , slightly bigger than France ( ), and has a relatively flat terrain dominated by the 566 730 km² 547 557 km²
Kalahari Desert in the central and southern regions.

In the north, the famed Okavango Delta and Makgadikgadi salt pans provide unique wetlands amid the arid landscape. 
The climate is , with erratic summer rainfall varying from approximately 576 mm in the northeast to under 280 semi-arid
mm in the southwest. Recurrent droughts pose challenges like desertification and water scarcity, forcing reliance on 
groundwater. Despite the dry climate, Botswana sustains rich wildlife in well-protected parks, making it a popular eco-
tourism destination.

Politically, Botswana is a stable multiparty parliamentary republic that achieved independence from British colonial rule 
on 30 September 1966, transitioning from the Bechuanaland Protectorate to the Republic of Botswana. Since gaining 
independence,  has developed into one of Africa’s most stable democratic institutions, which helped transform Botswana
it from one of the poorest countries at independence into an upper-middle-income economy. Led initially by Seretse 
Khama, the country established strong democratic institutions and achieved steady economic growth. His successors, 
Quett Masire (1980–1998), Festus Mogae (1998–2008) and Ian Khama (2008–2018), maintained political continuity and 
pursued economic reforms, though Khama’s tenure drew criticism for undermining press freedom. In 2018, Mokgweetsi 
Masisi took office, pledging democratic renewal amid internal party rifts. A historic shift occurred in 2024 when the 
opposition, Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC), a centre-left to left-wing alliance of political parties in Botswana, led 
by Duma Boko, won the general election. This ended the Botswana Democratic Party’s 58-year rule and marked a peaceful 
transfer of power that reaffirmed the country's democratic credentials.

The capital city is Gaborone, and English is the official language. The majority of the population speaks  (Tswana), Setswana
the national language, along with other indigenous languages such as Kalanga and Sekgalagadi.

Botswana is a member of regional bodies like the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and the Southern 
African Customs Union (SACU). Its long-standing political stability, sound macroeconomic policies and effective 

https://tradingeconomics.com/botswana/land-area-sq-km-wb-data.html
https://tradingeconomics.com/france/land-area-sq-km-wb-data.html
https://www.botswanatourism.co.bw/climate
https://www.afrodiscovery.com/country/botswana/botswana-political-history/power-and-politics-a-look-at-botswanas-political-landscape/
https://worldofhistorycheatsheet.com/history-of-botswana/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.britannica.com/place/Botswana
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governance have enabled it to  the resource curse that has afflicted many other mineral-rich African countries. avoid
Despite its heavy reliance on diamond exports, which account for approximately  of export earnings and about  of 80% 25%
GDP,  has maintained prudent fiscal discipline, accumulated substantial foreign reserves and achieved sustained Botswana
economic growth over the decades.

A cornerstone of Botswana's success is its joint venture with De Beers, known as , which manages major Debswana
diamond mines including Jwaneng and Orapa. This partnership has not only generated substantial revenue but also 
facilitated investments in infrastructure, education and healthcare, contributing to the nation's development.

In 2025, Botswana  its agreement with De Beers, increasing its share of diamond sales from 25% to 30%, with renegotiated
plans to reach a 50-50 split in the coming years. This move aims to ensure greater national benefit from diamond 
revenues and reflects the country's proactive approach to resource management.

However, the country faces challenges due to fluctuations in the global diamond market. In 2024, diamond exports 
declined by  compared to the previous year, highlighting the vulnerability associated with heavy reliance on a single 50%
commodity. In response, Botswana is actively pursuing economic diversification strategies, focusing on sectors like 
tourism, agriculture and manufacturing to build a more resilient economy.

https://economics.mit.edu/sites/default/files/publications/An%20African%20Success%20Story%20Botswana.pdf
https://angolanminingoilandgas.com/botswana-cuts-diamond-production-by-16-as-global-demand-slows/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://instoremag.com/diamonds-of-botswana-report-now-available/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://blog-pfm.imf.org/en/pfmblog/2024/07/management-of-botswana-diamond-revenues?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/botswanas-debswana-curbs-diamond-production-weak-demand-persists-2025-06-06/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://apnews.com/article/botswana-de-beers-diamond-deal-ea6abf48813eac6accbcb319163084f5
https://sahellibertynews.com/2024/12/21/botswana-faces-diamond-sector-crisis-as-exports-halve-in-2024/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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