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Africa’s energy exports vs imports

Africa is a net energy exporter, with much of its coal, unrefined oil and gas being produced locally is then subsequently
exported to markets in Europe and Asia. Chart 2 presents energy production vs demand on the Current Path forecast for
all African regions and countries. At the continental level, Africa’s total energy demand only exceeds production in 2039.

Chart 3: Energy demand vs production: 2019-2043
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Source: IFs 8 10 initialising from |EA World Energy Balances

A different way to consider Africa’s energy situation and forecast is to compare energy exports vs imports in US$ (see

Chart 4). In 2023, the value of energy exports from Algeria, Nigeria, Angola and Libya all exceeded imports by more than
ten billion dollars. Energy imports by Morocco, on the other hand, amounted to more than US$5 billion. Other large energy
importers (by value) are Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tunisia, Uganda, Senegal and Tanzania, all of whom imported more than
one billion US$ worth of energy in 2023. The annual changes from year to year can be substantial, however.

By 2043, Algeria (at US$70.2 billion) will be exporting more energy than the combined total of Nigeria (US$32 billion),
Angola (US$24.2 billion) and Mozambique (US$14.5 billion) - the second, third and fourth largest energy exporters in Africa.
South Sudan (US$5.9 billion), the Republic of the Congo (US$5.7 billion), Chad (US$3.9 billion) and Gabon (at US$2.7 billion)
will constitute a second tier of African exporters. Most African countries will be dependent on energy imports, however.

‘ BACKGROUND NOTE ON AFRICA'S CURRENT PATH ENERGY FUTURE TO 2043: SPECIAL © 2024 AFRICAN FUTURES & INNOVATION PROGRAMME
REPORT



Chart 4: Energy exports vs imports in USS: 2019-2043
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Considering energy imports minus exports, relative to demand, in 2023, several countries are dependent upon energy
imports for more than 50% of their domestic demand, ranging from Senegal (for 95% of its demand), Morocco, Benin,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Eritrea, Tunisia, Uganda, Mali and Togo (for 59% of its demand). By 2043 some additional countries
will have joined this group, namely Burkina Faso, Mauritius, Eritrea, Cote d'lvoire, Uganda, Zambia, Ethiopia, Egypt, Niger,
Madagascar, Sudan, Rwanda, Libya, Cameroon and Djibouti.
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Reuse our work

* All visualizations, data, and text produced by African Futures are completely open access under the Creative Commons BY license. You have the
permission to use, distribute, and reproduce these in any medium, provided the source and authors are credited.

* The data produced by third parties and made available by African Futures is subject to the license terms from the original third-party authors.
We will always indicate the original source of the data in our documentation, so you should always check the license of any such third-party data
before use and redistribution.

* All of our charts can be embedded in any site.
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